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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than the last 
Thursday of this month (October 28). The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements 
made or opinions expressed by authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


OCTOBER 1226-1926: I. The Little Brother 


PT SHE Sunday morning of our Countrymen’s Conference broke grey and cold 

| over our little camp. Big, ragged clouds, opening with a hint of sun- 
shine to come,and closing again for a sudden flaw of rain, raced across the 
Kentish hills. The wind had veered wildly north and south, east and west, 
during the last twenty-four hours, and July was Summer and Autumn by turns. 
And so we decided to make our church the big barn in the farmyard and not 
the open hill-top, roofed with a big rick-sheet, as we had planned. In haste— 
for it was shivering cold—we went up thither by the drenched field and the 
copse and along the edge of the standing corn. 

The barn is very great and centuries old. Its huge oak timbers rising to the 
roof and crossing trom side to side have all the nobility, in their kind, of a cathe- 
dral’s pillars and stone vaulting ; its twenty-foot double doors, for the passage 
of the loaded hay-wagon, are in proportion a Cathedral’s west portal; the 
darkness of its further recesses is like a nave in twilight. This was our church— 
a far finer than many ecclesiastical architeéts nowadays can plan. 

A plain table, covered with a white linen cloth, had been placed below 
one of those long, narrow slits that are pierced in barn walls to ventilate and 
cool the corn—our “ east window,” our “ lancet light.” The window opened 
through to a cow-byre, where “ Daisy,” standing close in sight, switched her 
tail and lowed gently over her calf, whose birth the afternoon before had inter- 
rupted our session. A natural ledge in the stones high above the window 
just held our lighted Lamp of Maintenance. And on the long beam in front of 
it a family of swallows, barely of age to leave the nest and not strong enough 
to fly, lined up and chirruped in an eager chorus as their parents flew in and 
out, marvellously quick and silent and devoted, to feed them. After our 
service had begun, a sheep-dog slipped in noiselessly on the deep chaff which 
was our floor and ran from one to another of the worshippers until he found his 
master; he greeted him with a tail-wag and lay quietly down beside him until 
we had done. Two weaned lambs in a lean-to shed at the side bleated now and 
again for their mother ; and at our final thanksgiving a whole family of young 
pigs at the far side of the yard broke into their own doxology. 

* * * * * 

Our service is over. As the members of the Conference go off down the 

field to seck breakfast, linger a few moments behind. A little dark-skinned 
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bearded man kneels against the wall, just inside the big door-post, lost in his 
own meditations. With a Strange impulsiveness he throws himself forward 
suddenly, full length and face down on the chaff floor, and so he remains a good 
while without stirring. The incoming swallow, seeing him so, negleéts her 
chicks to circle, rising, dropping, flashing, wheeling, over him; a robin hops 
over the threshold of the open door, flutters to the tail-board of a standing 
wagon, and breaks into loud and clear singing. The man gets to his feet a little 
awkwardly (for his limbs are stiff and his Bare, Stained feet bear the marks 
of wounds) ; he comes to the big doors and stands looking across the sloping 
harvest fields, the valley and the hills beyond. As he does so the sky opens out 
at last and sun transfigures all he looks upon. He throws wide his arms, as 
though he would embrace all the visible world, and breaks silence—with a 
kind of rapture in his face and voice which words do not describe :— 

“ Welcome, Brother Sun! Praised be my Lord God for our Brother Sun, who 
brings us the day and brings us the light ; fair is he and shines with a very great splen- 
dour: O Lord, he signifies to us Thee ! 

“Praised be my Lord for our Mother the Earth, the which doth sustain us and keep 
us, and bringeth forth divers fruits and flowers of many colours, and grass. 

“ Praised be my Lord for all those who pardon one another for His love’s sake, and 
who endure weakness and tribulation; blessed are they who peaceably shall endure, for 
Thou, O most Highest, shalt give them a crown.” 


Then he bends his eyes upon the ground, and continues in a low but not 
a mournful voice :— i 
“ Praised be my Lord for our Sister, the death of the body, from which no man escapeth, 
Woe to him who dieth in mortal sin! Blessed are they who are found walking by Thy 
most Holy will, for the second death shall have no power to do them harm. 
“ Praise ye and bless the Lord, and give thanks unto Him and serve Him with great 
humility.” 

The morning sun returns his salutation by warming his lean body and by 
bringing out in relief every detail of his person. His single visible garment is 
a long russet gown, much frayed at the hem, soaked with water nearly to the 
waist, and streaked and caked with ycllow clay: he spent the wet and gusty 
night in the shelter of a hedge alongside a destitute ex-Service man whom he 
met late and wandering. The figure clothed so meanly 1s emaciated (he begged 
his supper last night from a surly farmer’s wife, blessed her for it—and gave it 
all away under the hedge), and each slender, sunburnt hand bears an u nhealed 
scar in the palm—the perpetual reminder of the greatest experience of his life. 
His face is tanned and deeply marked with the lines of hard living, but men 
looking on it forget all its signs of bodily weariness: it is his eyes that they 
always afterwards remember—dark brown Southern eyes, full of chang ing light. 
There is a whole fortune of humour in them : but often they overflow suddenly 
with tears. There is wonderful gentleness and compassion in them—and 
occasionally a terrible bright indignation. There is physical agony in them 
(for the man has been blind once and suffers pain always); and out of their 
depths there rises often and often a sort of unstayed passion which takes 
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possession of the man and is communicated to those in his presence—the 
exaltation which he calls “ the perfe& joy.” At such times the “little poor 
man ” is lifted high above the merely great and to be rich beyond the whole 
world’s giving. 

He has rested and has been fed—as God gives peace to the spirit and His 
holy food to men: and it is time for him to go forward to all the work waiting 
to be done. But first he turns towards the barn and cries, “ Farewell, little 
Sister Swallow, teaching us how to care for the helpless and the little ones ; 
and God be with you, Sister Cow, companion of the Manger, that art gentle 
and serviceable to mankind. Wise Brother Dog, and patient Sister Sheep, 
and little Brother Pig—farewell!” He raises his hands in blessing 
towards the farmyard, and a chorus of the animals’ voices comes back in 
answer. He laughs for happiness and begins to walk away down the hillside. 
As he goes along the narrow path, passing between the cornfield poppies and 
the hedgerow flowers, a skylark rises at his feet and soars over his head with 
aloud burst of song ; the chaffinch and the greenfinch and the blackbird flutter 
before his steps or settie for a moment on his shoulder or his hand—all the 
wood is filled with the music of birds. The rabbits pop from their burrows 
and sit, unafraid, upon their tails to see him pass or even scamper along a few 
Steps behind him. The Jast stragglers of the Countrymen’s Conference, on their 
way down to breakfast, walk ahead of him, singing the song “ Rogerum? : they 
do not turn round and you may wonder how many of them are aware that 
this man is in their company. As for him, he smiles to hear them singing, 
for he has ever been a singer himself — God’s Troubadour ”—and knows the 
rough and honest songs that soldiers and common folk sing in the country 
where he was born. In a very homely guise this song seems to him to be the 
praise of one whose secret, far beyond these men’s experience, he knows—the 
praise of his Lady Poverty to whom his heart has long since been utterly given. 
The countrymen turn aside through the gate towards their breakfast and the 
work and play and prayer and fellowship of the day. But the little man in the 
soiled russet gown limps on alone into the valley, come storm, come shine, 
until he is lost to sight. 

* * * * 

That is one pi&ure of Francesco Bernardone, the saint who “ received death 
singing ” on O&ober 3rd, seven hundred years ago—Francis, the friend and 
brother of all things living, who preached to the birds and bade them sing 
out to the four quarters of heaven the Gospel they had received; who called 
the savage wolf of Gubbio to repentance and a new life; who besought his 
“very mighty and strong” Brother Fire to burn deep but be merciful, when 
the surgeon went to sear his blind eyes ; who opened his arms to Sister Death, 
as he lay, according to his own desire, upon the bare ground. It is a picture 
compounded with legend—but it is essentially all true. It is not the whole 
truth, or rather it is only true because so much of deeper truth lies behind : 
more than the marvellous or the merely picturesque are required to hold 
the minds of men for seven hundred years. In a dark time Francis blew a 
trumpet and raised a standard and showed men a light. It was never his own 
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trumpet that he blew, and his followers called him gonfaloniere di Dio, “ the 
standard-bearer of God”; the Light he showed had a celestial brightness. 
For this great task he must needs be single-hearted and free from all cares 
save one—the care for men for Christ’s sake. So he threw away pleasure— 
recklessly, with both hands—and he received instead Joy, which is beyond 
measure a greater gift as it is harder to win. He did not indulge in self-torture, 
as some, covetous of holiness, have done and still do: great suffering came 
to him because it belongs to authentic Joy—as on tne lower scale of pleasure 
aches and disillusionments belong. All creatures that crossed his path were 
his concern and he must often weep over them because he loved them in their 
sorrow and evil—as his Master had wept at the spectacle of Jerusalem and 
had shown only pity and forgiveness for the world upon which He looked 
down from the tremendous vantage ground of the Cross. Francis was, before 
all, a lover of Our Lord: he seems to us to-day to have walked with Him 
more simply and more closcly than any other man of whom we have record. 
He threw away his life in order to find it—a paradox which some of our own 
friends have proved to be truth in these latter years, friends whose uniform 
also was rough and brown, and whose hardships made for Joy. The War, 
indeed, with its depths and heights, and the dark confusion of the years after 
it, may go a long way to explain the extraordinary revival of men’s interest 
in Francis. For, looking at him, they see a man rich because he had nothing, 
wresting gladness out of the hardest conditions, finding again simplicity at the 
heart of complicated, overburdened society, winning perfect freedom through 
unremitting service alone. Men enjoy the richly humourous note in him, but 
they long passionately (though often secretly) to know more of the deep secret 
out of which it sprang. The world was made by God that it might desire 
Him above all things — that is the gospel of St. Francis of Assisi, and 
that is why, after seven hundred years, he is still the Little Brother of all 
the world. 


Ottober 3, 1926. B.B. 
II. The Franciscan Way. 


FY. HERE is no one in Toc H, I think, who does not desire to honour St. 
Francis of Assisi. There are many who look back to him, rather 
wistfully sometimes, wondering whether he has not a message for us, and 
what that message is. It is right that we should try to think of that now, 
for surely one of the best ways of honouring a great man is to realise what we 
already owe to him—or what we may owe to him, if we care to learn. We 
must, I think, keep strictly to essentials. That is specially necessary when we 
ate trying to learn anything from times so different from our own as the Middle 
ges. 
I have three things to say, and three things only. Behind the unselfish 
service of St. Francis and those who followed him was unselfish prayer, and 
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behind that again was agreat passion. The “ dynamic,” the driving force, of the 
movement was love, the purest love of all, the love of God for Himself alone. 
The “rock” on which the movement was built was repentance: the threc 
Franciscan Orders were Orders of Penance. 


I. 


_ We must look first at the foundation on which the Franciscan “ movement ” 
immediately rested. I think it is true to say that right through the Christian 
centuries to the present day there has been a “‘ stream” of people to whom 
their religion has meant—often it has meant much more—a life of intimately 
personal devotion to Our Lord, or, more bluntly, a life of love. Sometimes 
the “ Stream ” has been a mere trickle, sometimes a mighty river. Now in the 
twelfth century there was an “outbreak ” of personal piety typified by St. 
Bernard, and Father Cuthbert, one of whose books I have quoted already, * 
has this to say of it :—‘ Twelfth century piety expended itself in contemplation, 
quickened by humility, of Our Lord’s person as the Desired of Heart; to 
know that Christ lived was its supreme joy ; to live in His presence its cherished 
delight. Humility was its dominant note.... In humility, in loving humility, 
Our Lord came to us ; in loving humility we shall attain to Him.” This piety 
tended to be what some people—not always wisely, I think—call self-regarding. 
It certainly tended to be sequestered, remote from most of the things which 
interest most of us. Many people would see no sort of connection between it 
and their ideas of St. Francis. But Father Cuthbert says expressly that 

this twelfth century piety entered into Franciscan life, and was essentially 
bound up with its spirit.” St. Francis, and his followers, did not turn away 
from this intimately personal, passionate devotion—as so many tend to do 
to-day—as a thing which a stricken world did not really need. They kept it ; 
as the driving force of all they did; but they added to it something more. 
To themOur Lord was indeed “ the Hope of the Soul that sighed for Him.” “ He 
was also in a far wider sense the Hope of all the world. He was not only 
‘My King? He was the ‘Lord of the Earth.’” In the very fullest sense 


therefore the Franciscan saw the whole visible world as the kingdom of the. 


God-man, and the Christ called to him not only as the Crown of all perfection 
but as “ the Divine Sharer in the world’s burdens.” Many in Toc H, as I have 
said, are beginning to look to St. Francis for inspiration, to hold up to them- 
selves as an ideal the Franciscan spirit of unselfish service. But when we 
think of that we must remember the fire in which that spirit was kindled, by 
which it was fed. The most amazing thing about St. Francis was not the 
work he did, but the way in which “ he conformed his life to that of his Lord 
and Master.” So the first thing, I think, that St. Francis has to teach us in 
Toc H is that behind and tn his “ unselfish service ” was utterly unselfish pretok 
and behind and in his prayer was a great passion. We must not be afraid of 
this; we must not be afraid of continuing to “strike the note of emotion,” 
a note which Toc H undoubtedly struck when it began. But we must see to 
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it that we strike the right note, and we must remember one of the truest things 
that has ever been said—that a great passion needs a great discipline. 


Il. 


An unknown writer in the Scotsman said the other day that the dynamic, 
the driving-force of Toc H is “ the power and the spirit of Christ manifesting 
itself in militant social service.” We must not be content to think placidly 
that this may be true. We must strenuously try to make it come true; and 
here also, I think, St. Francis can help us. Father Cuthbert tells us that the 
truth at which St. Francis arrived in the process of his conversion was this: 
“Through . . . self-seeking man had put himself out of right relationship with 
the world and with God ; in his lust of the earth as his own possession, subject to 
his own will, man had really put himself into opposition to the larger life about 
him; ... in his Just of dominion (he) had closed against himself the heart of 
the world, and so had become a veritable stranger to the deeper spiritual life of 
things, and to the life of God which is revealed in the world’s spiritual life. 
To regain one’s proper fellowship with the world, and so to find one’s own true 
life, this lust of dominion must be cast out and a man must come to the world’s 
life in loving dependence upon it as drawing upon its bounty.” St. Francis 
clearly held that, although the world he lived in was to him as unlovely as ours 
is to many of us, man was not to wait until the world had been set in order 
before taking up the right attitude towards it. He was to take up the 
right attitude frst. Service is more than “ the rent we pay for our room on 
earth ”—it is indeed more in very many cases now in Toc H. The motive 
of our service is the truly important thing. It must be the same as the motive 
of our thanksgiving, and that—as Abbot De Latte, whom I quoted in March, 
puts 1t—must simply be that “ God loves to be thanked.” I think St. Francis 
would tell us first that we must learn to love the world Our Lord is redeeming 
before we can hope to serve it rightly, whether in “ militant social service ” or 
in other ways. I think he would tell those of us who long to see service sub- 
stituted for profit-making as the dominant motive in industry that we must 
first make service, loving service, the dominating motive in our Jives. I think 
he would smile, a little sadly but encouragingly, at those of us who say this 
is too difficult, for I fancy he would agree with Abbot De Latte, who says :— 
“ Although no one can at his pleasure have literary genius or add an inch to 
his Stature, in the moral order we may win any power or any stature that we 
desire.” He would say too, I feel sure, that we need not concern ourselves 

{ Talking at a Conference in Oxford the other day, I said something like this:—“ One of our members, the present 
Bishop of Ripon, speaking to our Bristol Conference in 1924, pointed out that the linking of Toc H with the War, and 
the fact ‘that it did not shrink from striking the note of emotion,” gave it, at the start, a great driving force. The Lamp 
of Maintenance was, he said, the symbol of a very real and a very deep emotion. He seemed to sce in this a possible 
danger to Toc H as interest in the War faded away. Now I think that most pcople who were present at the Guildhall 
in 1922 when the first Lamps were lit, and also at the Masque at the Albert Hall last December, would agrec that the 
response to the symbolism of the Lamps has grown deeper, and not shallower. But there are members of Toc H who 
not only share the fear which the Bishop of Ripon voiced in 1924, but distrust ‘ the note of emotion ' which runs through 
Toc H. My own conviction is that this ‘note of emotion’ is an essential part of its heritage, and must on no account 


be lost.” I promised at the time to try to explain later why I hold this opinion. The simplest way of doing this seems 
to me just to link it with what I am trying to say now.—P. W. M. 
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unduly about results, or even about the particular things that we do, agreeing 
again with the Abbot, that “ from the day that we love nothing apart from 
God, or more than God, we become in His hand a power which He can wield, a 
force which He can utilise as He wills.” “ In its ultimate form,” says Father 
Cuthbert again, “ Franciscan piety sought to identify itself with Our Lord in 
His work for the world’s restoration.” If that is really what we are going to 
try to aim at, results are not primarily our concern. What we can all have is 
“the joy of working after Him, and with Him, and of spending our efforts 
where He spent His blood.” The permanent “ note of emotion” in Toc H 
is summed up for me in the words, “love and joy and peace” in the prayer 
which I discuss elsewhere in this number. But the “ love and joy and peace ” 
of Toc H must be, or must become, intensely virile and dynamic things. “ When 
the disagreement with God, with our brethren, and with ourselves has ceased, 
and this much is finally won and settled, shez we have peace . . . Peace is not 
sloth, nor a false lack of interest; it is the attitude spontaneously assumed by 
the soul when it is united to God by love. Peace, like joy, is not exactly a 
virtue; but it is the fruit of the highest of virtues, for it is the daughter of 
love.” “The dynamic of Toc H is, or ought to be, ‘ the power and spirit of 
Christ? ?” That power, that spirit is love. None of us can see all the treasures 
of Our Lord’s personality ; far less can we hope to show in our lives all the 
little thatwecansee. It is not for us to deny, or to make light of, other people’s 
interpretations, or their attempts to show in their lives what they have seen 
of Him. It is enough that we should try to let Him shine through all we do 
as we are beginning to see Him, as Love that was always giving, that was 
strenuous and aétive, seeking indeed rest and quiet sometimes, but only to go 
out again strengthened and refreshed to work anew. 


Hi. 

But if we are to look to St. Francis for inspiration, there is one thing more 
which cannot be passed by. I had better let Father Cuthbert state it. “ St. 
Francis started life with an instin@tive belief that the world was good to live 
in.... His religious conversion was brought about through his awakening to 
the fa& that the world was at war with itself and out of harmony with his native 
instin@ ; his early idealism failed him. ... In his pity for the leper a new light 
dawned upon his soul and he saw the world bathed in the tender radiance of 
the Divine Love, and Jesus Christ battling in His pity to restore the earth ; 
and so his idealism rose up again, renewed, but with a difference. He had 
now become conscious of the value in suffering and poverty. The begging 
leper stood before him as a symbol of the world as it is afflitted and burdene 
through the sinof man, yet comforted and ennobled by the redeeming love of 
Our Lord. The sense of sin, which is the beginning of true religious conver- 
sion, now entered into his conscious view of the world, and sin was self-seeking, 
the worship of self.” Of the Three Franciscan Orders we ordinary folk are 
concerned, I think, with the Third Order, which St. Francis designed, as 
G. K. Chesterton puts it, to assist ordinary men and women to be ordinary 
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with an extraordinary exultation. “It has,” he says, “ been an inspiration 
to innumerable crowds of ordinary married men and women; living lives like 
our own, only entirely different. The morning glory which St. Francis spread 
over earth and sky has lingered as a secret sunshine under a multitude of roofs 
and in a multitude of rooms.” The glamour of that appeals, I know, to many 
of us. But the Little Manual of the Third Order begins with this bald state- 
ment: “About the year 1219 St. Francis of Assisi went through Tuscany, 
preaching everywhere and inviting sinners to repentance.” The original Rule 
of the Third Order began :—“ Here beginneth the rule of the Brothers and 
Sisters of the Order of Penance ” ; and it is for the habit of the Third Order of 
Penance that the postulant asks to-day. The way in which not St. Francis 
only but many other people, of whom otherwise men would gladly learn, stress 
the sense of sin as the beginning of spiritual life, and repentance as the key that 
unlocks the fountains of spiritual energy, irritates and repels, as it always has 
done. But it is useless to argue with these people. If you do they only say 
over again what they have said already. Fortunately we can always try out 
what they say, and prove it. To prove the power that true, unselfish, re- 
pentance gives is open to Everyman, whatever his spiritual allegiance. And 
the most insistent message that St. Francis of Assisi has for you and for me, 
and for the whole family of Toc H as a family, is just, I think, this hard, un- 
palatable, inspiring, thing, that if we are “ to fight for the setting up of God's 
Kingdom in the hearts of men ”—and of our own—we must first “listen humbly” 
to the words of John the Baptist, which St. Francis preached again through 
Tuscany about the year 1219, and which was the foundation of all he did, 
and was. Pp. W. M. 


*,”" We advise readers interested in St. Francis to get the special number of St. Martin's Review for Septemter 
(published by St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, Price 6d.). It contains some edmirable articles and a list of Franciscan 
books for further reading.— Ep. 


D BACK TO THE SALIENT 


L ARLY in the morning of Saturday, August 28, the Toc H Pilgrims set out from London 
Kr to Ypres. There were nearly 180 of them (including 30 ladies), “ and then some ”— 
the Lord Mayor’s Own, the Scouts of All Hallows. There is no need to describe a good crossing 
to Ostend or a leisurely journey (40 miles in two hours) to Ypres. On arrival they paraded 
in the Station Square, were sent to their billets with members of the Ypres Group for guides, 
supped and made themselves snug for the night. What followed on Sunday was so full and 
varied an experience that nothing beyond a few fleeting pictures can be attempted here. 
* * * * 

“Very early on the firs day of the week they went unto the tomb, at the rising of the sun.” 
It was the Reservoir Cemetery, with the lofty wall and shell-scarred ruin of Ypres Prison 
for background. ‘They stood in a semicircle on the smooth, dewy grass, casting long shadows 
from the early sun—a congregation of a hundred and fifty and more: they stood—as the 
wider enclosing semicircle of white stones, row after row, upright among flowers, reminded 
them—in the presence of a far larger company unseen. The tall white Cross of Sacrifice 
rose above them for their ensign, the huge, four-square Stone of Remembrance, with its deep- 
cut words Their name liveth for evermore, was their altar, the clear, golden sky their candle ; 
the morning wind turned the pages of their service book. Tubby was the celebrant, George 
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Moore his server ; when the members came forward, they knelt upon the brown blankets of the 
Scouts to receive from the familiar hands of Tubby, Pat, Sawbones and Frank Spurway the 
tokens of Vi&ory through Sacrifice. Finally Tubby led them in Thanksgiving, spreading 
wide with his uplifted arms a beautiful blue vestment against the whiteness of the great sunlit 
Stone. So they joined their voices—‘‘ We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we glorify Thee, 
we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory ”’—with the unwearying voices of the Elder 
Brethren, because the tomb was empty after all and the spirits of just men set free and Christ 
Tisen to dwell in their hearts. 

The Old House has seldom been opened since the Armistice to any member of Toc H, but a 
“magic key had been provided beforehand, by the Belgian Embassy in London, which did 
wonders. The whole Pilgrim party (save only Alex Birkmire who was on Toc H duty at the 
Church Army service) left Ypres station after breakfast. They “ detrained ” at Popetinghe 
and “ proceeded ” (see any Movement Order) up the Rue d’Ypres and across the Square, 
a big enough crowd to attraé attention, even on a festival day when a Belgian crowd is all 
abroad in its Sunday best. They sat until 10, the agreed time, along the edge of the pavement 
outside the Old House. On the stroke the big white doors, for a certain three years never 
Properly shut, opened, and M. Coevoet Camerlynck most courteously welcomed his guests. 
They had hoped to be allowed perhaps to pass through the hall and conservatory (“ the 
Canadian Lounge ”) and to look up at the back windows from the Garden: they were invited 
to do more than they had ever hoped—to climb all the stairs to the hop-loft, the Upper Room. 
This they did according to the safety rule, laid down by the Royal Engineers in 1915 and so 
consistently broken—twenty at a time. Meanwhile the next twenty awaiting their turn 
went through into the garden where the old “‘ Gen.” dressed in his very best for a great occasion, 
made every corner live again for them—“ This is where we found the Carpenters Bench— 
in this corner of the shed . . . and that’s where the shell burst, just where that bush 
is now, that killed a man in the House—the bit flew slap across the hall . . . and hereabouts 
the steps used to go up to the old concert room—through the wall where you see them new 
bricks . . . and just over here ” (patting the garden wall) “ I scrounged the coal that night 
when Mr. Talbot said to me ‘Gen. where did you get that lot ? Can’t you get a bit more ?” ” 

* * * * 

In the Upper Room nothing that matters has been altered or renewed. Its furnishings 
are gone and can mostly be found in the Chapel of Mark I; representations of it and its memory 
have gone right round the world; its secret must remain the open secret of Toc H always. 
But its stru@ture is still the familiar one that makes even those members of Toc H who never 
Saw it in the war years feel that they have come home. The rough walls and rafters Still 
hold the same peeling white wash; one can re-hang a remembered piéture on every 
rusty nail that remains ; some can name the very soldier who decorated the low, rainbow- 
shaped windows with Sunday Schoo! pi&ures (now very faded and tattered) for “ stained glass, 
or tacked those square patches of biscuit-box tin on the floor to cover the holes the shell- 
splinters had made. And at the farther end, under the same half-ceiling of rough boards, 
there still stands a bit of a platform—hasty carpentry once covered with a carpet—on which 
the Carpenter’s Bench used to be set. Such is the outward semblance nowadays of the attic 
which a few hundred more or less middle-aged men, having worshipped there under very 
different conditions, reckon among the greatest shrines of Christendom. For thousands 
of others, now and yet to come, whose mortal eyes will never see it, this bare room keeps the 
touch of Bethlehem. 

For an hour and more the companies of twenty, relieving each other, tramped up and down 
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the worn Jacob’s ladder of a staircase which leads up through the floor into the Upper Room. 
Listening to the shuffle and tramp on those stairs onc could not but hear again other footfalls— 
the Army boots of successive congregations ten years ago, of which the remnant survives 
to this day, but how many have passed forward! And it was an experienc’ to stand, with 
M. Camerlynck, on the landing below and see a party come down these stairs, after five minutes 
spent in the attic, with the changed faces of men and women who had seen something and had 
understood their vision: that is no fancy of one observer—others who were there remarked 
it. Indeed it would have been hard, even for the least imaginative, not to see more than 
white-washed walls and the few tangible things they now shelter—a perambulator, a broken 
chair and some shallots laid out on the floor. For Tubby received his guests, standing just 
where he could see again through the further window the burst of fire one night over distant 
Ypres which told of the death of Major Philbey,* and then turning to face the piatform 
where the bench had been—the same bowed figure with outspread hands that some of us 
had seen then and thus before. Many Pilgrims, by an instinét, knelt on the rough boards 
as soon as they reached them—for their true Host was the Carpenter and they knew themselves 
surrounded by a great cloud, unnamed and unknown but clearly present, of His journcymen 
as witnesses. 

In passing out of the House most Pilgrims remarked one of the original notices of Talbot 
House, painted “in block letters” on the grey walls of the entrance hall and still intact 
—Tuis Space 1s RESERVED FOR FRIENDSHIP. It had once marked the place where serving 
men coming into the Salient could post their names and messages intended for possible friends 
in other units. Now it seemed to those who saw it to apply to much more than a square 
yard of wall—to the whole House, from open front-door to the Upper Room, free to them by 
the owner’s friendliness, and to the spirit of Fellowship in Toc H which once so filled this 
place that it has overflowed world-wide. 


OK * + od 


Onu the March—ninety men, led by Tubby, were bound for Kemmel and far beyond, while 
the rest, under Pat, returned to Ypres for lunch and to rejoin them later. A big ’bus, with 
a smiling Belgian driver and Mellis of the Ypres Group for pilot, drove backwards and for- 
wards along the Kemmel road, giving lifts to sections of the walkers—an improved form 
of the old plan of “ ride-and-tie ” which saved much time and some sore feet. Good-bye to the 
Old House and the Square, up the Rue de Boeschepe and round the bend towards Reninghelst, 
and so along the bumpy pavé and the dust under a bright sky. The hop gardens were tall 
and full of green shade, the beet fields and patches of maize rich as in the best times; the 
cottages and farms, neat and new-built, might, by their looks, have been long established 
and undisturbed. Such of the skeleton trees, splintered by gunfire, as had not been cut down, 
even Stood putting on new green. The church of La Clytte presented its pre-war apse and 
spire to the marchers as they passed the cross-roads.t There is scarcely a hint in all this 
pleasant, uneventful landscape that it once formed the fringe of the grimmest destruCiou 
men have ever wrought. 

A little after noon the party lay in groups on the rough crown of Kemmel Hill, eating the 
simple rations they had carried and drinking the thin Belgian “ bock ” which a brand-new 
effa minef on the summit provides. The whole map of four years’ bitter fighting was spread 
out before them. Left-handed was Poperinghe from which they had come, and there—with 
the squat, square ruined Tower and the new white spire shining in the sun, was “ Wipers,” 
* Sce d memory of the Upper Room in Journat, August, 1925. A reprint may be had on application to All Hallows’ 

Porch Room, Byward Street, E.C.3. 
+ The drawing on p. 25 of Half the Battle shows La Clytte church in 1918. 
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with Dickebusch Lake in front of it, and behind it the dark fringe of Houthulst Forest and the 
misty Ridge of Passchendaele as a boundary. In the reclaimed land further round, all rather 
jumbled and uncertain from this height, lay many once-famous “ Farms ” and “ Corners,” 
about the position of which the “ old sweats ” of the party now disputed in words as they had 
once done with their bodies. Then their eyes would travel round to the unmistakable ridge 
marked by a new Wytschacte village at one end and a new Messines at the other ; further yet 
to the bright pink tiles of “ Armenteers,” with the tall chimneys of Lille somewhere in the haze 
behind ; and at last, right-handed in this great panorama, to the country of the Lys and of 
First Army, with Arras and the Third Army, the Somme and the Fourth, unseen beyond. 
And so they spent an hour’s rest, while they renewed history, and the older generation told 
the younger tall stories and true storics that were just as Strange. 

St. Eloi was the rendez-vous appointed for Tubby’s and Pat’s forces. On the edge of the 
huge mine-craters the whole crowd sat down—these craters that are now village duck ponds, 
with bullrushes at the edge of the water and hummocks of the roughest grass, still laced with 
rusty wire, for a rim: they will be “ reclaimed ” by no human hands but by slow time only. 
And Pat stood up among them and told them the story of the morning these mines were “blown,” 
and about one touch of gallantry “ just” (pointing with his hand a stone’s throw from where 
the party sat) “ over there.” Reggie was seventeen and a half years old, an infantry subaltern. 
On March 2, 1916, he was ordered with his men to occupy the edge of one of these newly- 
blown craters. He was hit twice getting there and still went on, under the protests of his 
batman, a North Country giant who loved him like a son. On the edge of the crater a German 
soldier lunged at him with his bayonet, but Reggie summoned Strength to hold it off: at the 
Same time the German fired two rounds from the magazine point-blank through his body. 
Still he refused to go back—until he had seen the position consolidated. As they carried 
him, shot through and through, over the rough ground towards the C.C.S. at Bedford House, 
the dying boy noticed the effort it was costing his bearers. Turning to Pat (who was one of 
them) he said with a smile “ If you’ll rub my feet, Padre, and get some warmth into them, 
PU walk the rest.” They carried him on, and as they reached Bedford House his selfless 
spirit was released. Such was the tale, told on a still, bright Sunday afternoon at St. Eloi, 
and the Pilgrims sat, quieter than many a Sunday School class, and received their lesson from 
the Elder Brethren through Pat’s lips. 


x x * * 


Spoil Bank to-day presents the largest area of war desolation that you can see in the Ypres 
sector; it has not begun to submit to the herculean process of “ cleaning up.” The whole 
party turned aside and in single file began to Straggle and stumble, with the sun beating on their 
backs, along the broken canal bank. The disused waterway is full of ooze, and a stone thrown 
into it sends up a column of stinking, inky-black water and spreads an oily ripple through 
the rushes. The bank itself is strangled in the rankest reeds, broken into mounds and deep 
holes in which the unwary may twist an ankle at any step, and encumbered with wire and the 
debris of dug-outs long since collapsed. The walker will have an eye for live shells and tread 
over them, warned by many post-war casualties : even now a careless tourist lies in hospital 
at Ypres with broken limbs and his eyes blind. He can “souvenir” rusty bayonets, if so 
minded, but also warily, for the scratch of them is poison. Not every battered “ tin-hat $ is 
empty; and here you may come upon the soiled rubber ground-sheet in which a British soldier 
was once buried, a rag of khaki cloth and a bare shoulder-blade sticking out of the naked 
ground—Tom or Dick or Harry, “ Missing ” in the list one day, and still missing from some 
fireside at home. Over this mile-long furrow of the canal-bed the air hangs sultry with decay. 
The party reached the lock gates, to find the great brick piers pock-marked and crumbling, 
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the heavy granite coping tossed aside, and the thick steel plates pierced and frayed like card- 

board by the shells of the final bombardment. And, scrambling up beside the lock’s ruins, 

they sat in a tangle of blackberries and yellow ragwort while Pennell of Southampton told 

them after what manner a battalion of the Goth had lived and died in this place ten years before. 
* * x * 

Sanduary Wood was the final goal of the day. At 8 o’clock in the evening the Pilgrimage 
party, scattered during the daylight hours across the field from Poperinghe to Passchendale 
or coming together with the two main bodies at St. Eloi, was to concentrate all its members 
in the cemetery where the body of Gilbert Talbot lies buried. The sun was westering and 
shone golden on the stone monument which crowns the remnant of Hill 6o: as the Pilgrims 
moved on thence, the low light struck a rosy glow from the new-built brick of the farms and 
laid long violet shadows across crop and falow. By the time the new-made undergrowth 
of Sanctuary Wood crowned the gentle rise in the face of the Pilgrims, the sun dipped and all 
the sky glowed with a molten, dusky fire. So they came down into the great quietness of the 
twilight plain round Hooghe. One who lagged behind them and lost them, was guided not 
by sight but by the sound of their singing—Tubby’s voice clear over all the rest—and walked 
on into the sunset, until the arms of a cross rose up before him on the red sky and then the 
tall shaft, growing at every step out of the ground as he drew near; and he saw the dense 
knot of the Pilgrims standing round its foot and Tubby raised on its base above them in a 
dark silhouette. This was the Cross of Sacrifice in the centre of Sanétuary Wood Cemetery, 
and at its foot—rather thanonGilbert’s grave itself (for so he would surely have wished it done) 
—the Pilgrims had laid a wreath of green laurel, bound with their black and orange colours, 
in the name of all Toc H. It was dedicated “ to Gilbert Talbot and to all our Elder Brethren 
who, having set everything upon the hazard, passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for 
them on the other side.” At the going down of the sun we remembered them. 

All the long day had been a sermon and every hour had spoken to those who were in the 
mood to listen. Absurd old songs had been honoured being sung again along the old roads 
where other men had marched: the Pilgrims’ happy foot-soreness was a tiny type of the 
immense weariness of which the gallantry of those others had made so light. And everyone 
who had halted the marchers to tell tales of the ground they stood upon, had tried to paint 
some phase of a brutal tragedy and in the end had but made a pidture out of which the Elder 
Brethren’s triumphant “ joyalty of mind” shone more brightly than all else. Death was 
swallowed up in Victory—not any victory of Versailles but of the spirits of men over their 
ordinary self-will. And so it had been a happy day, not light-hearted but “ high-hearted me 
and so it had been a solemn day, not in the least degree melancholy but full of thought and of 
an exaltation and, it may be, ot lasting resolution. The Pilgrims stood together for their last 
corporate act this night, as they had done for their first that morning, most fittingly among 
“ the resting beds ” of men much like themselves, their kinsmen. Few words were spoken 
to them at Sanétuary Wood and none were nceded, for they knew (in whatever form the thought 
came to each of their minds) that the clustering of all these lesser crosses, carved upon the 
headstones, round the foot of the far greater Cross in the centre of the ground was the truest 
possible symbol of all they had seen. In this Presence the paradox of giving all—and, only 
by so giving, gaining all—was made plain. 

* * * * 

“ Forward /”—and the column of men, in fours, broken into two or three companies at a 
little interval, stepped out in the growing dark for Ypres. They marched with a swinging 
Step, keeping time by song after song. You would not have noticed their odd and motley 
dress as they passed by along the Menin Road, for their singing and the sound of their feet— 
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and maybe (as it was felt by some of them) the sound of other feet, without number, that seemed 
to fall in behind and march with them. Let us indulge the fancy that the column constantly 
gathered and grew—as the sound of it certainly swelled louder when it passed under the Menin 
Gate and was marching over the cobbles between the shuttered houses of Ypres. Doors 
opened and shutters were pushed aside as Belgian citizens heard Tipperary and Rogerum 
again after all these years. 

Look well and you will see that it is a great company marching through Ypres, of men from 
every continent, going forward with a good spirit to the work which awaits them—this time 
to build and not to destroy. In place of the single gallant mouth-organ or the regimental 
band at their head, there march the Scouts—with Tubby in their midst, setting the pace and 
calling the tune for the old crowd behind: some of the smallest have walked fifteen miles 
this day and are dog-tired and won’t givein. The old crowd, picking up the step and the song, 
follows ; and, if you like, you can piéture an older crowd still, which knew the Menin Road 
too well, standing in the darkness to give them a cheer as they go by. Maybe that march 


home, with the younger generation at the head, is a parable of Toc H going forward round 
the world. B. B. 


* A number of members in the Pilgrimage party took photographs, and copies of a few of 
these have already reached the Editor. He would be grateful to receive any photographs of interest 
to Toc H, especially of the Old House, €c., with a view to using some for reproduftion and pre- 
serving all among the permanent records at Headquarters. 


FROM THE UPPER ROOM, 1926 


Hands that are laid on the priest’s hands, pressing the Paten and Cup, 
Figure divinely confirming that which is here lifted up, 

King from Thy tnrone condescending once more to make Thyself known, 
Christ at the Carpenter’s work-bench broken and risen and shown— 
Surely our eyes apprehend Thee, surely old mercies avail ! 

Surely the sentinel spirits leap to Thy loving “ All hail!” 


With their “ Aye! Aleluia! 
Blessing and honour and glory and majetty, wisdom and virtue and might 
Be unto Him who hath loved us and laved us and made us a people of Light.” 


Kneeling the needy await Thee, hungry to hold Thee anew: 

Hark! they have sealéd their summons. List! they have vowed to be true— 
True to the task of to-morrow, true to the oath they have sworn, 

True to the men who before them knelt in yon garret, new-born. 

Out of the household of Caesar sprang this great household of Youth. 
Whisper one word of commandment. Fashion and frame it in truth, 


Til we cry “ Eleison ! 
Purge us of scornfulness, turn us from heedlessness, spur us to live for the Right!” 
Love and Humility, Faith and Fraternity—these are the liegemen of Light. 


P: B. C! 
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A NEW PILGRIM’S PROGRESS—XVIII 


ADRE HARRY ELLISON maintains his “ news service” to the Journav with unfail- 
ing punctuality and regularity—and it is a service indeed to all Toc H. Reference 
to the Branch and Group List at the end of this number will show the registered results of 
his work in South Africa up to date, and two of the new Groups enter these pages (see p. 376) 
for the first time with their own reports. 
Bloemfontein, 
September 1, 1926, 


My Dear “‘Journalists,’—The question is how to condense the tale of the last two months 
into readable proportions. I must try and divide it into seétions. 

(1) Nata/—When I last wrote my wife and I were taking a ‘‘ breather” at Umkomaas 
on the Natal Coast in the middle of what will be close on 10,000 miles trek by train or car 
before it is finished at Cape Town. I omitted one happening and that was an unrehearsed 
visit to the Lighthouse at Cape Hermes, near Port St. John. After being helped out of a 
mildly awkward position on the adjoining cliffs by one of the two keepers, we were 
shown over the Lighthouse, and finally discovered that the idea of the Toc H Lamp being 
lit round the world had made its special appeal to them ever since they had read of it in the 
Press. I hope that before long these two good men and true will not only be members 
(possibly the first Lighthouse members in Toc H) but may even be the means of Starting 
a Group in their neighbourhood, small though the population is. Could not the family devise 
means of linking up with such men all round the world ? They are oftenin inaccessible spots, 
and there must be many who would welcome inclusion in the family, and it is worth inquiring 
as to ways in which the family itself could serve them. The appropriateness of such a link 
is very obvious. 

From Umkomaas we moved up to Pietermaritzburg, where Courtier, late of Toc H South- 
amptou, had been working things up finely. In spite of the holiday season, when “ everyone 
is away,” I had one of the best meetings ever, and they are now going great guns with their 
letter paper headed “ Pietermaritzburg No. 1 Group,” A gorgeous motor drive over the 
hills brought us down to Durban to Gilbert Williams and his wife. Padre Maddock, and the 
good men and true who have been holding the line since a rather premature start had been 
forced on them nine months ago by a self-styled “ ambassador of Toc H,” who held no com- 
mission from Headquarters at home. Toc H was honoured by my being allowed to preach at the 
Great Delville Wood Day Service in the Town Hallon July 18, at which the Governor-General 
was present, and in the ensuing ten days we had two public meetings for men, and one crowded 
one for women and girls, on the invitation of the Mayoress, in the Council Chamber, a broad- 
casting talk, and finally an excellent meeting of the group and its new recruits, some 60 in 
number, I think. One evening Gilbert, Maddock, and I “exploded” to Pinetown some 12 
miles up country, and got a fine little Group going, and there were inquiries from quite a 
few other country places as to how to get started, which Gilbert will, I know, follow up. 
From Durban by train to Ladysmith (with a great five minutes welcome at Maritzburg en 
route), where we struck a bad night with a big entertainment on, but I was allowed to talk for 
15 minutes in the interval of the local cinema the next night by way of confirmation ; rather 
an anxious proceeding as smoking was only allowed in the lobby. The Group we started 
was small, but full of hope, and it will be a great day if and when the Toc H Lamp is lit in the 
heart of those great cemeteries, both English and Dutch, of 27 years ago. A body of men 
banded together to pass on the finest of the spirit of the men who gave everything is a great 
memorial. Spion Kop, Waggon Hill or Colenso can show no finer, I’m thinking. 
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(2) The Transvaal again and as heétic a time as before for the inside of a week ; 1 found 
their Executive beginning to funétion finely under Major Bowyer, the Registrar, and everyone 
as keen as ever, In addition to meetings at Krugersdorp and Benoni for the West and East 
Rand repectively, and another L.W.H. recruiting meeting, we had a great combined meeting 
for the Johannesburg Groups for which Neville Talbot, Jimmy Green, and Pretoria stalwarts 
motored over once more on the bitterest of winter nights. Reports from all the Groups showed 
a really amazing record of work tackled during their two or three months brief history. A 
challenge issued by Yeoville to the other Groups for the singing of one verse of “ Rogerum ” 
was produttive of an inspiring volume of only moderately accurate noise none of which was 
adjudged worthy of a prize. Not content with their efforts, Pretoria invited me to their own 
meeting the following night and rather overwhelmed me with their generosity, low be it spoken. 


(3) Rhodesia —From Johannesburg a thousand miles’ trek north to the most wonderful 
thing in nature, the Victoria Falls. It would take too many volumes of the JOURNAL to try, 
however vainly, to describe. Suffice it to say that we had asmall meeting at Livingstone, 
which may eventually lead to the first Group in Northern Rhodesia, and within sight of the 
spray clouds hanging over the Falls. So may it be; Rhodesia went far towards eclipsing 
even the meetings in the Union itself. Over one hundred applicants for membership both 
at Bulawayo and Salisbury, and about 6o each at Umtali and Gwelo left one rather staggered 
by the possibilities. The Press was, as usual, overwhelmingly friendly and helpful. A visit 
to Cecil Rhodes’ Grave in the Matoppo Hills, and a little of Tubby’s “Toc H a servant of 
the Empire” set me thinking, and it was good, in conversation with one of the leaders of 
the Old Pioneers, to have one’s own opinion confirmed that Rhodes himself would have been 
at once what Toc H may have to give to a young country like that with such a scattered popu- 
lation. The spirit of service is as badly needed there as anywhere, and it is difficult to 
exaggerate, I believe, its possibilities for the good of the community. Incidentally I could not 
get away from Toc H members, some recently out from home. Tredgold (late of Oxford 
‘Varsity Branch) at Bulawayo; Shaw (ex Mark 11) at Salisbury; Methuen (who was away) 
at Umtali; Woodward (once again) at Beira; and Rex Burrell (ex-The Brothers’ House) 
near Gwelo. It was all immensely cheering, and Rhodesia may yet prove dificult to beat for 
the real Toc H thing. Colonel Watson, Chief of the Defence Force, has accepted the post of 
Registrar, a faét received with a chorus of acclamation by all who knew him, as well as by myself. 
Beira must have a word for itself. I told you of the meeting there in April, and I felt that I could 
do no Jess than go down the odd 200 miles from Rhodesia and look them up again, and it was 
more thanworthit. So I spent a week-end with some of the old friends, though unfortunately 
it was their great Athletic Sports Meeting. However, I managed a great yarn from 8 a.m. 
till 11 a.m. on the Sunday morning (which I claim to be the earliest Toc H meeting on record), 
with “ Woodie,” Barrett and several others, and they agreed to begin meeting regularly. 
A wire just received “ Beira Group duly inaugurated ” is great news. 

So that’s that, and Toc H Rhodesia will give them a big welcome and support I know, as 
will the whole family, for perhaps they have a specially difficult job to tackle, as must any 
Group under tropical conditions. 


(4) And so the long trail South once more to Kimberley and its Diamonds. The local 
Scouts had worked splendidly for us, and they and others with big help from A. F. Marsberg 
of Johannesburg Central Group, who had been on a visit and must endure having his name 
recorded (Rugger players please consult the records), produced a first rate meeting with 64 
recruits. We came on here this afternoon, where Harry Devis, ex-Bristol Toc H, has been 
working like a Trojan and where there is a full two days’ programme. Then on Friday night 


347 


—— 


a etre 


comes a journey down to Cookhouse once more, and a really great event in the shape of the 
first conference of the Eastern Province Groups and Kieskama Hock Branch over the coming 
week-end. Bert Oldfield has arranged it at the shortest notice since I found it possible, 
and we hope to make Toc H history in dear old Cookhouse. 

Port Elizabeth follows, and then the Western Province and the Cape Peninsula via perhaps 
one of the most beautiful countrics in the world, the so-called Garden Route. Our hope 
is to take three weeks without meetings before we sail on the Edinburgh Castle on O&tober 29, 
and to spend it at Muizenberg quietly, and I guess that there will be ample to do by way 
of correspondence to keep us from getting rusty. 

To sum up, some 29 Groups are already funétioning keenly, though 12 have so far been 
authorised. Perhaps the real testing time has still to come, and there may be disappointments, 
but when I think of the all-round keeness, and of the splendid “ blokes ” there are in every 
dire&tion, I am not overwhelmed with anxiety. I have always felt that South Africa and 
Toc H were made for each other, and so far I have no reason for changing my mind. It will 
be a grievous day when it comes to “ pulling out,” even though it may be only for a time. 

Yours in Toc H, 
Harry ELLISON. 


SIX SUMMER CONFERENCES 


T is as impossible to convey the true “ atmosphere ” of a Toc H Conference in a report 

as it is to give a complete record in these pages of the words spoken. The varying 
length of the reports of six conferences which follow must not be taken as any indication 
of their relative importance or success. The aim must rather be to record what were the 
main subjeéts of discussion and to mention such of the points made by speakers as should 
be of general interest to Toc H members everywhere. It is particularly to be noticed that 
certain subjeéts—the probation of members, the hindrance caused by the “ dud ” member, 
the limits of a Branch’s size if fellowship is to be at its best—were put on the agenda of two 
or three conferences quite independently of each other. This surely indicates that these are 
burning questions in many Branches and Groups, and are among the special difficulties of 
Toc H at its present Stage of growth. 


1. The Merseyside Conference; July 3-4 


me first Conference of Branches and Groups on and about Merseyside was held at the 

Headquarters of the Liverpool Branch on Saturday and Sunday, July 3 and 4. In 
addition to delegates and members from the newly-formed Groups in Birkenhead and 
Southport, there were also representatives from Deeside, Manchester, Hyde, and from the 
prospe&tive Groups in Waterloo and Kirkdale. ‘‘Granripus ” came up from Headquarters 
to officiate as Chairman of the Conference, and Par Leonard was with us part of the time. 
In all, there were, at onc time and another, between 50 and 6o delegates, members, and 
others at the Conference. 

Two main items were taken for discussion. On the Saturday, Toc H and the Individual, 
and on the Sunday Toc H—The Family and the Movement. Under the first of these 
headings the following points were dealt with: 

I. (a) The Responsibility of Membership of Toc H—This was opened by F. W. Bain. 
Membership of Toc H implied much more than attendance at branch meetings and the carry- 
ing out of so-called jobs of social service. A member of Toc H was not fulfilling his respon- 
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sibility if his life in his family and in his everyday work was not regarded as a Toc H job. 
He pointed out that once a man became a member of Toc H he could retain his membership 
by the payment of his annual subscription. It was essential that the ele@tion of members 
to branches should be made with great care, and that there should be a lengthy period of 
probation. The General Branch was necessary for some purposes, but it should not be used 
as a dumping ground for slack members. He suggested an annual meeting in each branch, 
where cach member who seriously intended to continue membership should go through a 
ceremony somewhat similar to the initiation ceremony. Deliberate abstention from the 
meeting to be regarded as the equivalent of resignation. 

(b and c) After an adjournment for tea the Conference continued, and the next two items 
were grouped together :—The Member of Toc H and Individual Service and The Individual 
Member and the Family Life of Toc H. Wrirrix (Liverpool) who spoke on service, pointed 
out that the primary consideration should be the motive, rather than the method, and that 
the Toc H membcr should endeavour to attain and pass on a true spirit of Service. Burns 
and Lethbridge also spoke of the way in which a member was helped in his individual life 
and service by belonging to the family of Toc H. 

After supper, a Branch Mecting, at which Par LEONARD gave us some further details and 
insight into the “ League of the Lamp of Maintenance,” took place, ending with the usual 
sing-song, during which the Birkenhead “ quartette ” made their first public appearance. 
Overnight members were billeted in St. Catherine’s Hall, which is close by, and the living 
together, even for one night, did much to help us know each other better. 

On Sunday morning there was a Corporate Communion for Anglican members in St 
Catherine’s Church, celebrated by Pat, while Free Church members held a short service in 
the Headquarters. After breakfast the Conference resumed and discussed the second aspeét 
of Toc H, under which came :— 

I. (a) The Responsibility of Branches and Groups to Toc H as a whole—This subject was 
opened by the CHAIRMAN oF LivErPoot BRANCH, and eventually devolved into a considera- 
tion of the financial responsibility imposed upon Branches and Groups for the upkeep of 
Headquarters and General Staff, and on this subje& the one and only recommendation was 
passed by the Conference: : 

“ That delegates should take back to their Branches and Groups a recommendation that 
their Branch or Group should undertake the running of a free-will offering scheme for Head- 
quarters’ expenses.” 

(b) The Spreading of Toc H through New Units and Groups was then discussed, and most 
speakers seemed to be in agreement that the best way of spreading Toc H was on the “ cell 
system (as practised by the Communists !) but that the “ going” should be slow, with much 
careful planning and picking-out of nuclei in new distriéts. 

During the morning a short service was held in the garden, and PADRE HARRISON gave an 
address which dceply impressed us all. He spoke of the deep-rooted instinst which is in 
every man to maintain life—not merely physical life, but something far bigger and enduring— 
and, taking the words of St. Paul in the thirteenth chapter of Corinthians, made us realise 
something more of the meaning of the word “ charity.” : 

In the afternoon an extra item was wedged in, j.e., the question of Area Federations. On 
this subject there seemed to be some difference of opinion, and, whereas the majority were 
agreed that a “ family circle ” or frequent meeting together of Branches or Groups (or delegates 
therefrom) at regular intervals was all to the good, some speakers expressed a fear that the 
formation of Federation Executives would tend to de-centralise the movement and might 


easily prove a source of danger. 


349 


| 
+ 


Returning to the agenda, Srears, of the Liverpool Branch, opened the discussion on The 
Importance of Branch Meetings in the life of the Family. Kent (Birkenhead), also spoke 
under this heading, and it was agreed that regular Branch Mcetings and attendance thereat 
by members did much to cultivate and maintain a truc spirit of Fellowship. In conclusion, 
Grant gave some valuable hints as to the a€tual procedure of Branch Meetings. 

All who attended the Conference felt that it had been an experience well worth while, 
both from the point of view of the newly-formed Groups and also the “ Mother Branch,” 
and it was decided to hold another “ meeting-together ?” on September 18, with a view to 
discussing “ missionary work ” during the autumn, when we hope to “ break-up ” new ground 
in St. Helens, Warrington and Chester. W. 


2. The London Fobmasters: July 3-4 


THE London jobmasters, together with certain other representatives of their Branches 
and Groups, some padres (Tubby, Brochner and Cyril Pearson of Calcutta) and sundry other 
folk (among them Ivor Norris of Canada, Albert White, jobmaster of Sydney, N.S.W., and 
Les Abdy of Birmingham) camped together under delightful conditions in the grounds of 
a keen member, George Langridge, on the hill-top at Crowborough on July 3-4. Twenty-five 
London Branches and Groups were represented and the company numbered 60-70. A good 
deal of work had been put into preparation for the Conference, and two memoranda—by 
Alex Birkmire and Brochner—on the three subjeéts for discussion had been circulated to 
members beforehand. The three subjeéts, to cach of which a session was allotted, were Why do 
jobs? What are jobs? and How to do jobs. “ Barxis” (H.Q.) took the chair. 

I. Why do jobs? Tite CHAIRMAN opened by attempting to give six reasons why we should 
do jobs—1. Because jobs need to be done; 2. Because we have a “ rent to pay for our room 
on eatth” (not our room in Toc H); 3. Because jobs make life worth living ; 4. Because 
there is no fellowship where there is no service ; 5. Because we owe a debt of service to the 
Elder Brethren ; 6. Because we are called to be creators—to be “ fellow-workers with God.” 
Many speakers followed, rising in turn from the circleon Langridge’s lawn where the conference 
sat facing over the grcat expanse of the Sussex Downs. Several stressed the jobmastet’s 
duty of teaching new members why they must do jobs, and his great chance of knowing them 
intimately enough to open their eyes to service. Tunny urged members never to think of 
Toc H as a completed stru€ture, but as capable of infinite experiment and development. 
A few minutes later he raised the question of the apprenticeship of a new member to an older 
member for service—j.e., the job-mastery side of probation. This aspect of the subjett 
at once caught the attention of the conference, was brought up again at later sessions and may 
have a practical outcome. 

Family prayers round the camp fire, led by Tussy, were very memorable that night. 

II. On Sunday morning Tussy celebrated at a Communion service held in a mossy alley 
between the larch trees. At 11.15 A. W. Berry (Ealing) opened the second session, 
on What are jobs? He was emphatic that the term “job” did not only mean going to 
a boys’ club from 7 to 10 on two evenings a week, but included one’s attitude of mind towards 
other people all day and every day: the spirit of service counted more than bits of work. 
He then dealt with three special classes of men who had difficulty in knowing what their 
job was—1. The man who is full up: he should not be asked to do more jobs, but rather 
relieved of some that he might have time to enter into the fellowship of Toc H; 2. The man with 
Jamily ties : he should be considered important to the Branch, not so much for aétive jobs, 
but as a man of experience, a thinker and adviser—there must be thinkers of the word, not 
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doers only. (The physically unfit came into the same category.) 3. The ffudent: he is 
fitting himself to pull his weight and Toc H should not expect any other job of him, but rather 
help him to study in the right spirit of unselfishness and broadmindedness. In the subsequent 
discussion the question was raised “ Does being a Territorial count as a job ?” and it was 
generally felt that in this, as in every other kind of aétivity, it was the spirit in which a man 
served which mattered and could alone determine whether it was a “ job” of social value. 
The question also arose as to how far attendance at Toc H meetings was part of a member’s 
service, and everyone felt that fellowship and service were essential in the Toc H life. 
Tunsy followed up this by saying that we must strike the balance between “ all spirit and no 
work” and “all work and no spirit ’—and instances of both could be quoted. The business 
of the Toc H man is always to sow the kingdom of God, and any job done from other motives 
is unworthy. “If you sow a boys’ club, you will reap a boys’ club—and nothing more ; 
but if you sow the Kingdom of God ina boys’ club, someone at some time will reap the Kingdom 
of God there.” 

HI. Rex Carin (London Secretary and jobmaster) opened the third session on How fo 
do jobs. We divided his subject into two parts (a) How to jobmaster—know your men and 
the ground—then lead your men. He dealt with the advisability of helping existing work in 
a distri€t, as a rule, rather than setting up new work; the necessity for refusing jobs until 
they could be tackled properly; the use of job slips in a very large Branch—but not other- 
wise ; the two records—a roll of members and their work, and a roll of jobs that wanted 
doing—that a jobmaster should keep; the advisability of a jobmaster retiring after a couple 
of years at most, during which time he should have trained an assistant ready to take over. 
(b) Training—first, of the jobmaster himself by watching other jobmasters and meeting them 
in conference, and by hard experience ; and, secondly, of members—especially by attaching 
them (“ apprenticeship ” again!) to other more experienced members at first. 

The conference felt that it should not separate without taking some definite step forward 
in the matter of probation and apprenticeship. It therefore “went into committee,” and, 
after a good deal of discussion, appointed a “ Commission ” (consisting of two representatives 
from each of the seven London Distriéts, together with the three area padres, with power 
to add to their number and to summon any necessary witnesses) which was to meet in London 
and report to the London Federation Committee in O@ober. The fourteen lay members of 
this Commission were nominated on the spot, and it has since sat and drawn up a report. 

The conference broke up on Sunday evening, having held useful discussion but, perhaps 
even better, having given the jobmasters of London a wonderful opportunity of “ getting 
together” in fellowship and private talk. 


3. The Countrymen’s Conference: July 24-25 


THE first Toc H Countrymen’s Conference was held on July 24-25 at Chartlands Farm, 
Seal Chart, near Sevenoaks. Delegates (three from each Branch, two from each Group, 
and one from each town Toc H unit which has been attempting work in the villages around) 
were invited to attend as guests of the West Kent Branch; also a few special visitors whose 
expert knowledge either of Toc H or of the countryside was desired. The following Branches 
and Groups were aétually represented :—Broxbourne, Cudham, Chelsfield, Kenswortb, 
Oxford, Petworth, Radlett, Southampton Area, Spetisbury-cum-Charlton, Studham, West 
Kent, West Moors ; and the numbers of members at the sessions varied from 40 to 60. The 
conditions of the Conference were as countryfied as the subjeéts. Meetings were held, some 
in the bara in the middle of a busy farmyard, others under a rick-sheet dowa the valley. 
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Some delegates slept in tents, some in the dressing rooms of an open-air swimming-bath 
and some in farm-houses near by. Meals were in the open air. Members were continually 
reminded of the difficulties under which ‘Toc H work in the country must be carried out— 
the first session was thin, for rain threatened and farmers could not leave the hay lying out, 
and members plodded backwards and forwards throughout the two days, chairs and mackin- 
toshes on their arms, as sun and storm succeeded one another. 


Saturday evening was in part a Quarterly Rally of the West Kent Branch and in part an 
opportunity for each Branch or Group spokesman to lay his cards on the table in a ten- 
minutes’ speech. To an extraordinary degree ideals and problems in very different types of 
country were found to be one. 

Sunday morning opened with a Communion Service which is touched upon elsewhere 
(see page 333). The first session was “ To get a clear view of the place and task of Toc H in 
country diffrids.” Two farmers began by explaining the value of Toc H in making work 
and life on a farm more friendly and more happy. An unexpeéted link with the towns was 
found when one farmer spoke of 50 or 6o young men and boys, ill fed and clothed, who in his 
own recent experience, had come “ back to the land ” to find work. Farming is skilled work 
and these were unskilled men, who need training. Perhaps Toc H in town and country can 
co-operate over genuine cases of this kind. The theme of the session was taken up and 
broadened out by SHOETEN Sack, Secretary of the Rural Community Council for Kent, in a 
speech of such force and challenge that we hope to publish it later in the JOURNAL, 

The afternoon session dealt with “ the relative funétions of the Branch and the Wing.” The 
system of the wing, a unit of Toc H members—labourers, squires, farmers, tradesmen—who 
are near neighbours, linked up with similar units in other parts of the distriét to form one 
country Branch, has been set forth in these pages already.* The discussion on this disclosed 
an unexpected unanimity. Topp THoRNBk..x’s contribution to it was memorable, for its 
analysis of the present disorganisation of village life and for its plea that Toc H should work 
to develop a new initiative and sense of responsibility in the country. He foresaw a possible 
revival of the countryside during the next decade by the return of unemployed population 
from the towns to produce the food we cannot import. Toc H, he claimed, should have a 
particular genius for helping the young people who want more out of life. 

The evening session was devoted to learning “ how to extend Toc H in country difirils”— 
our heritage and our future. The conference quickly agreed that the problem was not to 
extend Toc H so much as how to provide for the deepening and firm establishment of an 
extended Toc H. Padre “ Birt”? Drury gave aninspiriting pi€ture of what has taken place 
in his scattered Dorset parish. It was felt that each country Branch ought to have a “ Flying 
Squad ” ready to go out together not only to “ new ” villages but to help wings and members 
isolated, in difficulties, or just feeling their way. The second thing which emerged in this 
session was the conviétion that Toc H must have, as soon as possible, a specialist in country 
work on its H.Q. staff: the conference felt that they should wait and think and pray till 
they found the man and then discover how they could themselves support him. H.Q. repre- 
sentatives were very sympathetic to the idea. 

A quiet hour remained : it was devoted to a talk from PETER Montr, a few words from TuBbY 
followed by prayers led by Padre Freminc. This closing hour—like the early Celebration— 
will remain vivid in the minds of all present. Monie thought aloud for forty minutes about 
our Toc H heritage, and well might Padre Fleming open family prayers with the words 
“ Except the Lord build the house their labour is in vain that build it.” 


” Sec March, May and June Journars, 1926. The three articles under the title of Toc H for the Countryside 
have been reprinted together, and may be had from the Registrar at H.Q., price 2d. 
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4. The Staff (Conference: August 21-26 


THE Second Annual Staff Conference was held at Brockhampton Park, Worcestershire, 
by the generosity of Col. J. Talbot Lutley, amidst the loveliest surroundings. There were 
Present Les Abdy (West Midlands Area), Barclay Baron (H.Q.), Alex Birkmire (N. and E. 
London Padre), T. C. C. Brochner (S. London Padre), Brookes-Davies (Southampton Distri&t 
Padre), Rex Calkin (London Secretary), Monty Callis (Lancashire Area), Herbert Cawley 
(L.W.H. Padre), Tubby (Founder Padre), Tom Garaway (E. Yorks Padre), Ronald Grant 
(General Secretary), A. Goff (Tubby’s Secretary), H. Eastwood (Wessex Area), Pat Leonard 
(Lancashire Padre), Arthur Lodge (Yorkshire Area), D. Miller (Asst. to A. Lodge), J. Redrobe 
(W. Yorks. Padre), H. Sawbridge (East Midlands Padre), R. H. L. Slater (Northern Area 
Padre), Frank Spurway (West Midlands Padre), Albert White (Jobmaster, Sydney, N.S.W.). 
A celebration of Holy Communion in the little church in the grounds opened each day, which 
was kept busily occupicd with two sessions before lunch, an outing in the afternoon (to Ludlow, 
Malvern, &c. : a whole day, including a conference session, was spent at Llanthony Abbey), 
an evening session, followed by Evensong and, usually, by a late sitting of the padres in council. 
The first session of the conference was held by padres and laymen separately, the rest together. 
Daylight sessions took place in the grounds, evening ones in the hall of the house. 


MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS. 

The first three general sessions were devoted to discussion of ways and means for raising 
and maintaining the standard of membership in Toc H. 

1. Training the new member : It was the general opinion that the weakest spot at present 
was the average new membet’s ignorance of what was at the heart of the movement. It was 
decided to recommend the creation of a new office—that of “ Pilot” —in all Branches and Groups. 

(1) The member to fill this office should be nominated to the Branch or Group Executive 
by the padre, jobmaster and secretary (though in some cases he might be one of these three 
persons, who would then hold dual office) ; (2) His qualifications should be those looked for 
in what is called “ pivotal men”; (3) His duties should be to see that every candidate for 
membership was thoroughly grounded in the history, aims and methods of Toc H, and no 
candidate should be eleéted to membership of a Branch or Group until the electing authority 
(7.e., Branch Executive or, in the case of Groups, Headquarters) had received a satisfactory 
report from the “ Pilot.” He should also be responsible for seeing that the candidate’s sponsors 
took their responsibilities seriously. It was further agreed that Branches and Groups should 
be recommended to see that every candidate for membership was personally interviewed 
by the padte before election (as is already done in many cases); and that the padre should 
consider the instruction of the candidate in the ceremony of Initiation as a definite part of his 
duties. It was also decided to recommend the Guards of the Lamp to Jay down that all 
members should be initiated separately and not “ en bloe.” 

2. The unsatisfattory member. There was considerable discussion on the transfer of “ dud ” 
members to the General Branch, and it was the strong feeling of the Conference that the General 
Branch ought not to be made a “ dumping ground ” for them: at the same time it was difficult 
to sec what other solution there was without creating 2 third class of membership. 

It was decided to forward a recommendation to the Central Executive that “ it was desirable 
to establish a system by which al regular Branch members should be required once a year to 
apply for renewal of Branch membership, such application to be considered by the Branch 
Executive, who would decide whether to accept the member or not. If not accepted by them 
he would be transferred to the General Branch, but could present himself again for probation 
as a regular member. A member should be allowed to apply for transfer to the General 
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Branch in lieu of applying for renewal of his regular branch membership.” * The Conference 
was of opinion that the form on which members would apply for renewal of membership should 
contain some sort of “self-examination.” The slack member, unable honestly to answer 
such questions to himself, would probably drop out altogether or apply instead to be trans- 
ferred to the General Branch. In effeét the result of this proposal would be that men would 
only be ele&ted to membership of a regular branch for a year at a time; in practice it might 
be best to eleét a// members in the first instance to the General Branch, and then to elect annually 
to regular Branch membership such as were atively working in a Branch. The adoption 
of any such system would require very careful consideration and would probably be a matter 
for the Central Council to discuss. 

3. Issue of membership cards. Those present unanimously agreed that the existing system 
of issue of membership cards by Branch Secretaries was not good, and strongly recommended 
that they should be issued by Headquarters, as is done by most societies ; this would enable 
Headquarters to know exaétly how Toc H stood at a given time in the matter of the growth 
of membership and to stop the present leakage in the H.Q. quota of subscriptions. It was 
also asked that the issue of sembership certificates (in some form which members would value 
and desire to keep) should be carried into effeét, as recommended by the first Central Council. 

4. Excessive size of Branches. The Conference agreed that the chief weakness of some Branches 
was their excess of members, and recorded its opinion that no Toc H Branch should normally 
exceed 50 members (exclusive of residents in Marks), and that, as unwieldy numbers tend to weaken 
the family spirit, Branches reaching this limit should“ hive off” into newGroups. It was further 
thought that Branches and Groups should be recommended fo divide into teams under team 
captains, each team comprising members engaged in similar types of Toc H work; the team 
system should be explained in the JOURNAL. 

5. Dual membership. It was unanimously agreed that a Branch member engaged in the 
formation of a new Group in his distri& should not necessarily be required to resign his Branch 
membership and transfer to the Group: he might be a proper member of both. (This sup- 
ported a recent ruling of the General Secretary in a particular case.) 


THE Four Points OF THE Compass. 

The fourth session was devoted to a consideration of the Four Points. All those present 
agreed that the Four Points, as now set out, were somewhat confused and too long. The main 
essential was that every member should have something that he could carry in his head and 
Stere by. After much discussion everyone agreed that Tubby’s own summary of the Four 
Points should be used: To Zove widely ; to build bravely ; to think fairly ; to witness humbly. 
They asked that the Points should be so printed in future, with a short explanatory 
Statement under each Point to show its application in Toc H. In these explanatory seétions 
familiar phrases like “ to spread the Gospel without preaching it ” would be retained. 


WORK IN SCHOOLS. 

At the fifth session Granrisus explained the working of the Schools Service Bureau, and 
appealed to Area Secretaries and Padres to find suitable visitors for schools, and to get Branches 
and Groups in their areas to be responsible for keeping Toc H in touch with the Secondary 
Schools commended to them by H.Q. 

Houses. 

The sixth session was opened by Par Leonar with a vigorous discussion of Toc H Houses. 
He urged that certain Houses (he instanced four) should be closed down at once as not fulfilling 
the objeéts for which they were founded, and should be restarted on much more rigorous lines 
after an interval, or retained as Headquarters for the area but not as Marks. A House, he 


* This subject also arose at theMersey-side and Northern Conferences, Sec pages 349 and 356. 
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thought, should always be closed as soon as the “ apprentices ” in it exceeded the “ craftsmen.” 
Other speakers paid tribute, from their own experience, to the value of Houses ; and stressed 
the necessity for keeping a spirit of adventure alive in them by somewhat spartan management. 
The Conference as a whole agreed (a) that a House could be invaluable for Toc H work, 
that it gave infinite opportunities to the padre and that in every case a resident padre was a 
necessity. (It was decided to forward a strong resolution proposed by Tubby and seconded 
by Pat, on this subjeét to the Central Executive, calling their attention to the previous decisions 
of the Council and the Executive that no Houses should be established without a resident 
padre. In their opinion it would be better to close and sell some Houses unless this condition 
could be fulfilled during 1927); (b) that it was desirable in every case that a House should be 
controlled by special trustees (nominated partly by the local Branch and partly by the Central 
Executive) and not by the Branch Executive ; (c) that the first Stage towards a new House 
ought normally to be a Branch H.Q. and Chapel. 


FINANCE. 

Opinion was unanimous that the membership of Toc H can, and must, produce more money 
for the maintenance and extension of the movement as a whole ; an average yearly contribu- 
tion of tos. a head must be aimed at and not considered as a hardship by those who valued 
the privilege of membership. Plans were discussed including the immediate adoption of 
the “Duplex System” * by Branches and Groups; and a recommendation with regard 
to subscriptions was drawn up to be forwarded to the Centra] Executive. 

* * * 

The foregoing is a very brief summary of the “ business ” of the Staff Conference, but it 
is impossible to convey its value and inspiration in other ways to all who attended, It was 
decided to make it an annual event, and, if possible, next year to make it part of a “ Standing 
camp ” during the last three weeks of August and the first week of September—during which 
time, besides the Staff Conference, a “ Summer School ” for jobmasters and an Hon. Padres’ 
Conference should be held, and the camp opened to all members of Toc H for pleasure combined 
with useful business. The greatest value of this year’s Conference lay in the intimate family 
life of the staff together, and the many opportunities for private talk and corporate worship. 
It was a time of refreshment as well as of work, and the expression of its spirit found a wonderful 
climax when members knelt together for an hour in the garden before they separated. 


5. The Northern Conference: September 25-26 


THE fourth Northern Conference was held at Mark X, Hull, on September 25-26. There 
was a large attendance representing the Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, Northern and Lancashire 
Areas, and the clubroom of the House was very crowded. Among others present during part 
of the time were the Bishop or Hut and W. H. Carver, Chairman of the Branch. “ Barxis ” 
(H.Q.) took the chair throughout. 

Three sessions, each of two hours, had been allotted to the discussions, and seven subjects, 
proposed by different Branches and Groups, were “ on the paper.” It was found that kind red 
subjects could be grouped together so that all could be given an opportunity of discussion. 

I. The first session (Saturday afternoon) was devoted to two questions, both proposed by 
Whitby Group: (a) Should a definite system of probation be arranged for applicants for mem- 
bership by all Branches and Groups? (b) What is the bei method of dealing with defaulters in 
Toc H? In other words, the subject was the maintenance of a high standard of membership 

* Very briefly the adoption of the Duplex System would mean that each member assessed himself at the beginning of 


the year and undertook to put a certain sum (from 1d. upwards) into two envelopes every week—one for H.Q. funds and 
one for Branch funds. The November Jouvrnat will deal more fully with thie.—Ep. 
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in Toc H, both by taking care to admit only the right men so far as possible, and by dealing 
with such as afterwards became defaulters. (a) After a bricf opening by a Whitby delegate, 
the Chairman read the bricf passage in the report of the Staff Conference (sce page 353) on 
the matter of the training of members: the proposal to institute a new office in Branches 
and Groups, that of “ Pilot,” met with gencral enthusiastic approval. Jones (Rotherham) 
was able to describe the satisfattory work of a similar officer (there called the “ Membership 
member ”) for some two years past in his own Branch. This officer’s job was to look after 
probationers, on whom he reported monthly to the Branch Executive. No probationer 
was admitted to full membership under three months, and a man might be kept on probation 
month after month beyond that period until the “ Membership membet’s ” report was satis- 
factory. MaGratH (Sheffield) stressed the responsibility of the sponsors who had put their 
names to a candidate’s application for membership. In his own Branch the rule was in force 
that one of the sponsors must be a member of the Branch Executive, and that at least six 
members of the Executive must know the candidate personally or by repute before admitting 
him to membership: Jones (Salford) thought this threw too much onus on the Executive. 
SHEPHERD (Halifax) suggested that a man should serve a period of probation before his 
application was proposed and seconded. MICKLEWRIGHT (Middlesbrough) said that his 
Branch invited likely men to attend guest-nights, and some who were interested had been 
given jobs to do and had done them for six months before being accepted for Toc H. “ Jouut j 
WALKER (Newcastle) thought it hard lines that men already known to be suitable should be 
kept waiting three months for full membership: the Brsnor or Hutt replied that men of 
the right sort would not objeét to the waiting period. ARTHUR Lonce (Yorks Area Secretary) 
thought it essential that all candidates should be well grounded in the traditions and ideals 
of Toc H: Warson (Hull) agreed, but objeéted to any fixed minimum period of probation. 

After surviving various amendments, the following recommendation, proposed by MAGRATH 
(Sheffield) and seconded by Padre REpRoBE (Sheffield) was carried : Tha/the normal minimum 
period of probation for admission to all Branches and Groups should be three months.* The 
following rider, proposed by Padre Tom Garaway (Hull) and seconded by ArtHur Lopce and 
Par Leonarp was carried unanimously: That the office of “ Pilot” as outlined in the findings 
of the Staff Conference, should be instituted. 

(b) The question of Defaulters was then discussed. Whitby again opened, with some 
instances of men who had refused both to do certain jobs and to resign their membership : 
the only course at present was to transfer them to the general list. MaGraTH (Sheffield), in 
a vigorous speech, protested against the wholesale “‘ planting of duds ” on the general mem- 
bership (alongside such fine supporters of Toc H as Lord Byng) and considered that it should 
be as honourable a thing to get into the General Branch as into a regular Branch. The 
CHAIRMAN read the report of the Staff Conference’s discussion about defaulters, and after 
many delegates had spoken and “ formulas ” had been sought, the following recommendation 
emerged: That members be asked to renew their membership every year (see Staff Conference 
report, p.353)—the Branch Executive to endorse the same; and that the Central Executive be 
asked to obtain powers to rid Toc H of slack and “ dud” members. Men so excluded should be 
allowed to come on probation again for new membership if they so desired. 


I3. The conference assembled, after tea, for the second session at 7.45 p.m. The proposal 
for discussion was That the numerical ftrength of a Branch should be limited, and the growth of 
Federations should be encouraged. Jones (Rotherham) opened. He referred to the danger 
of a big branch becoming unwieldy and losing its close family feeling; of the jobmatster’s 


* The actual voting on the recommendation and its amendments may be of interest, viz., For one month's probation—4 ; 
for three months’—27 ; for six months’—11, 
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difficulty in knowing his men intimately enough to place them and help them in jobs; of 

tendency for the slacker members to consider themselves “ in reserve”; of the danger of 
overlooking the probationer when the supply of men for work exceeded the demand, He urged 

the “hiving off” of big Branches into new Groups in their distriét—bound together in a 

Federation which met at regular intervals to interchange ideas and maintain fellowship. 

The CiarrmMan again read to the Conference part of the Staff Conference report appropriate 

to this subject (sce p. 354). “ Rosey” (Sheffield) and “ Joutr” (Newcastle) both thought 

that the limiting of membership of a Branch helped in deteéting slackers and either getting 
them keen or getting them out. “Mac ” (Sheffield) raised the point that in most big towns 

social work is centralised and Toc H needed to be centrally organised to deal with other bodies 
engaged in it. He also asked whether the number 50 referred to the numerical strength 
“on the books ”? of the Branch or to the aétual working membership. Two Spen Valley 
delegates spoke on these two same questions. Mutton (Dewsbury) foresaw difficulties about 
finance and meeting-places if there were several Branches and Groups in one town. On the 
subject of a Branch “ hiving off” and sending out some of its best members as missionaries 
to other distriéts Monry Catirs (Manchester) thought a Branch should be ready to sacrifice 
really live members for this work; and a Bridlington delegate asked at what stage a Branch 
should doit. Artur LopGe replied that it should not wait to complete itself before doing so. 
Monty Cattts said that a Branch of over 50 might be committing suicide in the matter of 
fellowship ; MICKLEWRIGHT (Middlesbrough) thought that the question of a workable size 
should be left to individual Branches and Groups—what mattered was not numbers but 
leadership in deciding the limits of a Branch. Expressions of opinion were so varied that 
the outcome was a very general recommendation. That this conference would like the Central 
Executive to draw the attention of Branches and Groups to the danger of growing so large as to 
endanger their fellowship and family spirit. 


It was decided not to reopen the question of Federations which had been largely discussed 
at the previous Northern Conference (at Salford in February, see March JOURNAL p.111). 
After very brief discussion Horner (Stockton) withdrew a proposal sent forward by his 
Branch that members of Toc H visiting other Branches and Groups should be allowed to vote: it 
was agreed that on general questions they were accustomed to do so already, and that on the 
purely “ domestic ” matters of the Branch they visited they had no right to vote, and naturally 
abstained. 


There was then some discussion (not on the agenda) on the Yorkshire Area Bulletin. 
The Editor and Sub-Editor of it appealed for more support at an enhanced price of 2d. (instead 
of rd.). Par Leonarp and others felt strongly that local bulletins of Toc H tended to make 
members think “ parochially ” and not world-wide, and must moreover affect unfavourably 
the circulation of the Toc H Journat. The Cuarran urged that if members—or Branches— 
subscribed for another “Toc H newspaper” it should rather be The Link of Australia 
or The Lamp of India. A suggestion that areas might print a fly-sheet of local news to 
be inserted at their area headquarters into the Toc H JOURNAL was mooted. Meanwhile 
Northern members were asked to support the Yorkshire Area Bulletin loyally for the next 
three months, the period for which a contraé with its printers must be fulfilled. 


III. Sunday began for Anglican members with a Celebration at St. Stephen’s Church ; 
the offertory will be sent to Neville Talbot at Pretoria. The final session of the coat Tn 
opened at 10-45 a.m. with a welcome to, and a short talk by, Padre EAsrBuRn (Philade p; a 
Group, U.S.A.), a Halifax man by birth who has come over to see Toc H at Home before ta ne 
up full time duties “ across the pond.” The general subject for discussion was Honses—thei 
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usefulness in Toc H (opened by Hulme Group)—with two particular questions about Houses, 
put by Middlesbrough delegates. Hulme laid down that the family spirit must be built 
up before the House was founded. They made some definite recommendations, viz. : (1) That 
the Warden of a Mark should have power to purge his House of men not “ pulling their 
weight.” To enable him to do this, if necessary, a Guarantee Fund for the House should be 
available in case it was not full of hostellers for a time; (2) that the team-system should be 
fostered—each team in the House to consist, roughly, of three elements, “ leaders,” “ appren- 
tices ” and “ journeymen”; each “ apprentice ”?” should have a “ big brother” until such 
time as be became a “journeyman”; (3) that the probation of hostellers should be rigorous. 
Middlesbrough’s supposition that non-members living in a House could control it was quickly 
disposed of. “ Jorr” (Warden of Mark XVIII, Newcastle) briefly described the running 
of his House, and another dweller in it, “Oxo,” made a bricf speech on the internal work of 
a House and the spiritual foundation of its spirit, which was, by common consent, the most 
impressive utterance of the whole Conference. After one or two more members had spoken 
the Chairman called on Par LEONARD to give members some account of the Ypres Pilgrimage 
in August (see page 340). And so the Conference proper ended. In the afternoon most of 
its members listened to a Stirring address to men by the Rev. Studdert Kennedy in the 
Majestic Theatre, where a number of Hull members were acting as stewards. It was decided 
to hold the next Northern Conference at Mark XVIII, Newcastle, on February 26-27, 1927. 


6. LW.H. Conference: July 17-18 


L.W.H. secretaries, job-secretaries, and branch representatives held their conference 
this year in Oxford, and over forty assembled there on July 17. After the afternoon’s sight- 
seeing the members settled down to a long agenda which kept them busy until tea-time on 
Sunday, with short intervals for sleep and food. 

Branch reports were given and the following subjects were discussed: The average age 
in a branch, Apathetic members, How to secure members, How to make the L.W.H. more 
representative of all sorts and conditions of women, The work of the job-secretary, L.W.H. 
and Guiding, The value of Houses and rooms of our own, Finance, and an L.W.H. News- 
sheet. A form of Initiation was recommended for adoption by the Central Executive. Every- 
one agreed that it was a very good conference. 

(A verbatim report of the Conference has been printed, and may be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary, New June, 50, Great Tower Street, E.C. 3. 30 pages, price 6d.) 


A NEW L.W.H. VENTURE 


TWO years ago sundry hopeful people were busy exploring the City of London for a house 
suitable for a girls’ hostel, and sundry Jobs and Jobesses were trying to convince them of the 
absurdity of the idea. The result was New June—named after a famous house which stood 
near All Hallows in mediaeval times. Lately the hopeful ones have been busy again, feeling 
Stronger because the first experiment had proved to be noz a failure and more than ever con- 
vinced of the usefulness of further voyages of discovery in this diretion. This time the 
adventure is on a larger scale at the other end of London, in a part where such a house is 
sorely needed and yet which is central from a residential] point of view. 

The Second June, 10, Stanley Gardens, Notting Hill, became an L.W.H. house in name 
early in September, and the pioneers who have taken over the job are busy transforming it in 
more ways thanone. Until such time as money for the purchase is forthcoming, this house 
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for a family of sixteen is to be rented. We are hoping that before long all the rooms will be 
named and endowed in memory of some woman whose life has been one of real service. Already 
we have “ Patsy’s,”’ and “ Constance’s ’’ and “ Bardie’s ” rooms, and others will follow. 
How to name the L.W.H. houses is still questioned. “New July” has been discounten- 
anced, with its suggestion of following the months of the year, for two reasons : (1) it limits 
us to twelve houses, (2) December, the month of memories, has been chosen by the Newcastle 
L.W.H. (who say that they want to have “ June roses in December ”) as the name for their 
room, but who would have New January or November ? For like reasons the letters of the 
alphabet have not been adopted as our grandchildren would be in a hole on reaching the 
letter Z. No; Junc II or Notting Hill June seems to be the idea. A. B. S.M. 


ANOTHER FOOTNOTE TO “The Princes Motto” 


IEE soldier’s Story about the Battle of Crecy which appeared in the August JOURNAL was 
i heavily loaded with historical notes, as readers may remember. Here, however, is one 
which deserves a special place among them. Mr. Stanley Weyman, whose first novel delighted 
readers nearly forty years ago as his latest does all lovers of good stories to-day, writes as 
follows to the Editor :—“ Dear Sir, Having read your interesting article in which reference 
is made to the Prince of Wales’s Feathers, I think that the question of the origin of this badge 
is concluded by the passage in the medical writings of John Arderne, the earliest of English 
surgeons, who was a contemporary of the Black Prince, was certainly known to him, and 
was probably in his service. The Dictionary of National Biography expresses a doubt whether 
the passage in question was part of Arderne’s original work, or added by the transcriber, 
but does not doubt that it was written before 1400. I copy for your readers’ information 
both the original Latin and a translation :— 

Et nota quod talem pennam albam portabat Edwardus primogenitus filius Edwards regu super 
creflam suam, et illam pennam conquisivit de rege Boemiae quem interfecit apud Cresse in Francia, 
et sic assumpsit sibi illam pennam quae dicit “ Oftrich Feather,” quam prius dilus rex nobilis- 
simus portabat super creflam— 

“ And mark that Edward, eldest son of Edward the King, bore on his crest such a white 
feather, and that feather he won at the cost of the King of Bohemia whom he killed at Cressy 
in France, and so assumed for himself that feather which is called the ‘Ostrich Feather,” 
which the first-named most noble King used to wear upon his crest |” 

“Tt has been argued that ‘ conquisivit de rege Boemiae’? must mean that he won it from the 
King of Bohemia, but the ‘ prius dictus rex nobilissimus’ can only refer to the writer's liege 
lord, King Edward the Third; and the statement clearly amounts to this, that the Black 
Prince, having distinguished himself at Cressy by his victory over the King of Bohemia, held 
himself entitled to mount his father’s badge. He was sixteen years old, and had been knighted 
the previous month. Edward the Third, it is almost certain, derived the badge from his 
wife, Philippa of Hainault, the eldest son in her family owning the appanage of Offrevaut. 
That the badge in its origin was not personal to the Black Prince is proved by the fact that 
it was borne by his brothers, Lancaster and Gloucester, as well as by other descendants of 
Queen Philippa. For this point we have the authority of the late Sir W. St. John Hope, 
Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries, than which there can be no higher. 

“I may add that Arderne’s work has been most ably edited by Mr. D’Arcy Power, but I 
have taken the liberty of slightly altering his translation of this passage. 

The Editor, Iam, Faithfully yours, 

Toc H JOURNAL. STANLEY J. WEYMAN.” 
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THE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL OF 1926 


Tu arrangements for the Festival at Manchester on December 11 and 12 will be as follows :— 
THE PROGRAMME. 

Saturday, December 11: 5.30p.m. Thanksgiving Service in Manchester Cathedral : 
Address by the Bishop of Manchester. 

6.30 p.m. Supper in various restaurants. 

7.30 p.m. Performance of the Masque in the Free Trade Hall, followed by the lighting of 
the new Lamps by H.R.H. the Patron. (The Masque this year has been almost entirely 
re-written, there being four completely new episodes, with additional music.) 

Billets for men who require them will be provided in the Territorial Headquarters. Those 
unfit for rather rough sleeping should write as soon as possible to the Birthday Secretary, 
Toc H, Mark IV, Vitoria Park, Manchester. Billets for L.W.H. members will be arranged by 
Manchester L.W.H. 

Sunday, December 12: Padres are making arrangements for Celebrations of Holy Communion, 
A number of Toc H Padres will also be preaching in Manchester churches at morning services. 

Lunch will be taken together at mid-day, and will be followed by a family gathering at 
Free Trade Hall in the afternoon, during which there will be one or two short speeches from 
well-known people. 

RETURNS; BIRTHDAY FUND; TRAVELLING. 

Final Returns are to be called for from Secretaries of Branches and Groups by November 13. 
Special forms will be sent out for them to fill in as heretofore. It will however be essential 
this year that those who require meals shall send a remittance with their for m—the exact cost 
will be notified when the forms are sent out. (As in previous years no charge will be made 
for billets.) Secretaries are particularly requested to send in Returns promptly, as the 
difficulties of billeting and feeding in Manchester are greater than in London. 

Birthday Fund: It is proposed this year to ask every member attending the Festival to 
subscribe 2s. to the Birthday Fund. Members will of course realise that the organisation 
of the Birthday Festival becomes more and more expensive as the Movement grows, and 
contributions, however small, will be of great assistance. 

Travelling : Weekend tickets at the usual reduced rates are available from all stations in 
the kingdom to Manchester. Arrangements for a special train from London, leaving Euston 
at lunch time on Saturday, are being made, and details about this will be circulated to all 
Secretaries of Branches and Groups of Toc H and L.W.H. in London and also to those in 
other places whose route lies through London, by the London Secretary, from whom alone 
tickets for the special train will be obtainable. "The weekend fare from London is 31s., but 
a special half-day fare of 9s. 6d. can be obtained for those members (provided that a 
Sufficient number are forthcoming) who are willing to brave a return journey during 
Saturday night, reaching London early on Sunday morning. 


IMpORTANT—1TO GENERAL BRANCH MEMBERS. 

General Branch Members proposing to attend the Festival are requested to notify the 
Birthday Secretary, Toc H, Mark IV, Upper Park Road, Viétoria Park, Manchester, on or 
before October 30. Application should be accompanied by 7s., if all meals are required ; 
2s. (Birthday Fund) otherwise, and a notification if a billet is required for Saturday night. 
Those wishing to avail themselves of the special train from London (see above) should write to 
the London Secretary on this point alone. (This notice does not apply to members of Branches 
and Groups, the Secretaries of which will receive full instru€tions in due course.) 

BIRTHDAY SECRETARY. 
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MULTUM 


Ø We are glad to announce that Padre 
R. H. L. SLATER, who has been living at 
Mark XVIII since its foundation and has 
been aéting as part-time honorary Padre 
of the Tyneside distri&, is to be taken “on 
to the strength” as a full-time Association 
Padre as from January 1, 1927. 


Ø The Rev. George Smissen, M.C., 45 
Howitt Road, N.W.3 (Lyndhurst Road 
Congregational Church) has been added to 
the Stewards of the League of the Lamp of 
Maintenance. 

Ø Stockton members have sustained a great 
loss in the death of GEORGE Write, who 
passed forward on July 30. He helped in 
the original formation of the Group and 
served it most faithfully in all ways. 


@ Family congratulations to two members 
in Malaya—to the Hon. W. H. THORNE 
(Penang Group) on his appointment to a 
Judgeship in the Straits Settlements ; and 
to L. R. WHEELER (Kuala Lumpur Wing 
of F.M.S. Branch) on his excellent manual 
on “Scouting in the Tropics.” 


Ø Tussy,with Padre Birt Drury andothers, 
attended the FRANCISCAN SEPT-CENTENARY 
commemorations on October 3-4 at Assisi— 
shall we say on behalf of Toc H ?>—and we 
hope that he will have much to tell us 
about it. 

@ The Central Executive have cancelled 
their order (see June JOURNAL, p. 226) 
expelling A. PHeasy and F. TINGLE from 
Toc H, both having now tendered their 
apologies and also their resignation of 
membership. 


Ø Two cables have been received by Tubby 
from DeanCrorry (Padre, Newcastle, N.S.W.) 
concerning THE FIRST LIGHTING IN AUSTRALIA 
OF THE Forster Lamp, which now stands 
in the Warriors’ Chapel of Newcastle Cathedral. 
The first cable, dated September 29, reads: 
Toe H Australia, assembled to-morrow (for) 
lighting (of the) Forfler Lamp, greet you, 
Pat and beloved Lord Forster. We shall 


IN PARVO 


to-morrow by God’s grace light such acanrdle in 
Australia as shall never be put out. The 
second cable, dated September 30, reads : 
Two thousand people, assembled (in) Newcastle 
Cathedral, witnessed profoundly moving light- 
ing (of the) Forster Lamp (and) twenty-two 
Rushlights : “Grand Light.’ Despite rain 
and absence (of the) Governor General, immense 
benedittion. 

@ A Lamp has been given for CoLosso, 
Ceylon (to be bestowed when it becomes 
a Branch) by the mother of Francis Mathew 
(late Warden of Mark J, now at Colombo) 
in memory of her son Murray CHAMBERLAIN 
GeErvVASE, Lieut. 28th Punjabis (attached 
14th Sikhs) who sailed from Colombo to the 
war and died on 4.7.1915 of wounds received 
in the Dardanelles, and of her daughter HELEN 
MARJORIE, Sister in the T.F. Nursing Service, 
who died on 16.7.1923 from effeéts of illness 
contracted when nursing in France in 1918. 
Ø A Lamp has been given for BROXBOURNE 
(to be bestowed when it becomes a Branch) 
by Miss D. M. Beckh and family in memory 
of Roserr Harop Becxn, 2nd Lieut. 
12th East Yorks Regt., killed in France 
on 15.8.1916. Lieut. Beckh was an Old 
Haileyburian and wrote a book of verses 
Swallows in storm and sunlight. 

Ø The Guard of the Lamp put forward the 
suggestion that all Branches should, where 
it is practicable, keep their Lamps wir in 
some place accessible to members, THROUGH- 
our Armistice Day, November 11, and/or 
Armistice Sunday, November 7. (Difficulty 
may be experienced in keeping the Lamp 
alight for so many hours, but this can be 
obviated by leaving the lid slightly open 
for ventilation, or—as is done in the latest 
made Lamps—by drilling a small hole in the 
lid. A lampful of oil will easily burn all 
day.) 

@ Toc H has been asked by the Ypres 
League to join them in a celebration of 
Yeres Day (Sunday, Oétober 31). Any 
ex-Service members who wish to attead are 
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asked to assemble on the Horse Guards’ Parade 
at 2.45 p.m.: serving units will wear uniform, 
other men plain clothes with medals and 
decorations. Tussy will give a short address, 
and wreaths will be laid on the Cenotaph. 


Ø Toc H will also be represented at the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall on Armistice Day, 
November 11, with a contingent of 30. 
The “Gen.” and others have been “ warned 
for duty,” and each of the seven Distriats in 
the London Federation have been asked 
to appoint representatives, The party will 
lay a wreath, in the name of Toc H, on the 
Cenotaph. 

Ø Sergt GODLEY, of the Coldstream Guards 
and the Old House, is a member of Brighton 
and Hove Branch and not of Portsmouth 
Branch, as stated in the note to Tussy’s 


letter No. XX XV (August JOURNAL, P. 304, 
line 2). The Editor has becn heavily 
“ ticked off ” by Brighton Branch and wishes 
to make his apology and this correétion. 


Ø The Editor of the Journat wishes to 
make two announcements of considerable 
interest, he hopes, to all readers—first that 
Perer Monte’s series of articles which have 
the first place in these pages throughout 
1926, have been colleéted and will shortly 
be reissued in booklet form; secondly, that 
the first place in issues of the 1927 JOURNAL 
has been offered to Tussy, who has promised 
to write a series of articles. 

@ New Groups are reminded that they 
should provide themselves with Banners for 
the Birthday Festival. Apply to H.Q. for 
measurements, etc. 


NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


Nore: It will be seen this month that all news is grouped according to the Area (see the revised 
Quarterly Secretaries’ List on pp. 377-83) in which particular Branches and Groups are sitnated— 
a prattice which has already been followed for some time inthe case of those belonging to the London 


Federation, the Tyneside Conference, and Overseas countries. 


It is hoped that this will give 


readers of the JOURNAL a clearer view of how Toc H goes forward in different parts of the country. 


London 


MARK I.—The chief item of news is that 
Mark I moves from Queen’s Gate Gardens 
in March, to a destination at present un- 
known—probably in the North Kensington 
direG@tion. We welcome Shields our new 
Warden, and Padre Ram, a resident padre 
once again, whom we hope to keep. Guest- 
Nights: Oftober 13, Mr. Burningham of the 
Shaftesbury Society; Otober 20, Debate 
with Hammersmith ; O&ober 27, Commander 
Scott, R.N.; November 10, not fixed; 
November 17, Dr. G. Grant on “ Leaves from 
a doétor’s diary”; November 24, James 
Rendel on “ The system of casual wards ” ; 
December 1, Commander Fitzmaxse, F.O. ; 
December 8, Entertainment. 


MARK II.—The annual General Meeting 
unanimously decided, in view of cash in hand, 
to make a donation to the general funds of 
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Federation 


Toc H. The secretary’s report showed an 
increase of 21 members during the year; we 
had 26 speakers at guest-nights. The job- 
master reported that members had rallied 
well for boys’ work, visiting the sick and 
blind, wireless and orchestral work, etc. On 
Oétober 14 we hold a Western District guest- 
night, at which Barkis will be among our 
guests. T. B. W. 


MARK III.—The House packed up on 
July 10 and went into camp at Barnet for the 
week-end, where it was defeated at cricket 
by Rhyl Street Boys’ Club and thoroughly 
enjoyed itsclf. We much regret to report the 
departure of our Warden, Praed, to take up 
the Wardenship of the Brothers’ House. 
Gueft-Night : O&ober 20, Capt. Frost (B.B.C.) 
on “ Broadcasting.” 

W. R.A. E. 


MARK VII.—Guest-Nighis : O€ober 21, 
Leture by B.B.C. on “Popular Broad- 
casting,” with lantern slides; Oétober 28, 
Miss G. Lister, lantern leéture on “ Palms and 
Angels ” ; November 4, a talk on “ Imperial 
Problems ” by a member of the Compatriots’ 
Club; November 11 (Armistice Day), Mark 

` VII Birthday ; November 18, Drama League 
show “Ambrose Applejohn’s Adventure ” 
at Cripplegate Theatre ; November 25, R. M. 
Leonard on “ Bribery and its Prevention ” ; 
November 29, Mark VII Dance. 


THE BROTHERS’ HOUSE. — Many 
changes of personnel have taken place lately, 
and we welcome “Prado” as our new Warden 
(see Mark III news above). Guest-Nights every 
Monday except the rst in the month (Branch 
meeting): October 11, Padre Pearson of 
Calcutta (ladies? night); Oétober 25, Dr. 
Landers (Governor of Boys’ Prison, Wands- 
worth); November 15, Rev. F. C. Suckling 
(Dr. Barnardo’s, Goldings); November 29, 
a talk on “ Empire questions.” 


SIDCUP.—Sunday afternoon tramps and a 
couple of week-end camps have kept us to- 
gether during the Summer months. On 
September 18 we entertained 50 boys from 
Bermondsey in the Rectory Field from 
10.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Private cars took 
them to and from the station, and they 
spent a perfect Summer day in cricket, 
sports, etc. L.W.H. local members catered 
for them splendidly. We have now obtained 
Headquarters—two Army huts inGrassington 
Road which we are decorating ourselves ; we 
shall be running a club for fellows over 16 
three nights a week this winter. JACK. 


WILLESDEN. Meetings at St. Luke’s 
Church Hall, Willesden Junétion at 8 p.m.: 
O&ober 14, Major Holderness on “ Dis- 
charged Prisoners’ Aid and Toc H”; No- 
vember 8, G. J. Furness, J.P., on “ Police 
Courts ”; November 18, Speaker on I.C.F. ; 
December 6, R. J. Codd opens a debate on 
“ Sunday Observance ” ; November 21, Visit 
to Tower Hill Group. 


LONDON SPORTS CLUB.— Soccer: The 
1st XI have to tackle the rst Division of the 
Southern Amateur League this season. They 
opencd the season by playing Carshalton on 
September 25, and lost 2-3, while the Reserve 
and “ A ” Elevens won their opening matches. 
“Uncle”? Harry Ellison has been eleéted 
padre of the club. Fixtures: 14 XI: 
O@ober 2, Westminster Bank at Norbury ; 
O€tober 9, Army Crusaders at Barnet; 
Oétober 16, Aquarius, at Honor Oak; 
Oober 23, Ipswich at Ipswich; O€tober 30, 
Midland Bank at New Beckenham; Novem- 
ber 13, Bank of England at Roehampton. 
Reserve XI: O&ober 16, Old Chomeleians at 
Barnet; O&ober 23, Charterhouse at Godal- 
ming ; Oétober 30, Britannic House Reserves 
at Sydenham; November 6, Westminster 
School at Vincent Square; November 13, 
Alleyn’s School at Dulwich, “A” XI: 
Oétober 9, Cambridge University Mission 
“A” at New Eltham; Oétober 23, Charter- 
house znd XI at Godalming; November 6, 
Hespians at Barnet; November 13, Old 
Chomeleians “ B”? at Barnet. 


Rugger—1st XV : Ottober 9, Berkhamstead 
School away ; O&tober 30, O.M.T.’s “* B” at 
home; November 6, Mill Hill School away ; 
November 13, Southern Railway away. 
“4” XV: O€ober 9, Caterham School 
away; Oétober 16, Old Brockleans at home ; 
O&tober 23, L.R.B. “A” away ; November 6, 
Southern Railway away; November 13, 
Caterham School at home. 


ENTERTAINMENTS CTEE. — Drama 
League fixtures: November 3, “ Jane,” a 
farcical comedy in three aéts, at St. John’s 
Hall, Lambeth, S.E., for Mark II Branch ; 
November 6, the same at Cambridge House 
Hall, Camberwell, for Talbot Settlement ; 
November 13, the same at H.M. Borstal In- 
stitution, Feltham ; November 18, “ Ambrose 
Applejohn’s Adventure ” at Cripplegate T hea- 
tre, Golden Lane, E.C. 1, at 8 p.m. Tickets 
and further information can be obtained 
from the Business Direétor at Mark II. 
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Home Counties Area 


BEDFORD.—“ The Tinkers Group ” held 
its first Birthday Service on July 25 at St. 
Cuthbert’s, our Padre’s church, and over fifty 
members and friends attended. Members are 
at various jobs—prison visiting, Scouts and 
Cubs, and help with N.S.P.C.C. work, &c. 
We hope for still better times ahead, especially 
after Barkis’ visit on O&ober 12. S. R. E. 


BROXBOURNE AND DISTRICT.—In 
seven months Toc H has developed from a 
tiny germ to the stage when the Labour Ex- 
change Rooms opposite the War Memorial in 
the High Street of Hoddesdon could be taken 
over and transformed into the home of the 
Group. They were opened on September 17. 
The rooms form part of a finely-timbered 
sixteenth-century building; all the decora- 
ting was done by members, who also arranged 
for or gave the furniture—from the Ypres 
Cross knocker on the door to the crucifix in 
the chapel, found in the ruins at Hell Fire 
Corner and purchased by Alderman Wren on 
a recent pilgrimage to Flanders. The rooms 
were declared open by Miss Debenham (whose 
work for ex-Service men is known all over the 
distriét) and the “ family room ” was furnished 
by her in memory of two of her friends (Pte. 
Charles Balcombe, znd East Yorks, killed 
at Ypres, 17.2.1915, and Pte. Frank Bright, 
killed at Neuve Chapelle, 14.3.1915). After 
the dedication of the room by Padre Fleming 
and the Ceremony of Light, seven members 
were initiated. Padre Fleming spoke in the 
beautiful little chapel, and members, catching 
a glimpse through the tiny window of the 
War Memorial gleaming white across the way, 
could see the purpose behind all their work. 
After supper “‘Grantibus ” and Padre Oakes 
Monger, the Group padre, addressed us. 

G. B. F. 


CANTERBURY.—On May 4 we had as 
our guests Padre Julian Bickersteth (Adelaide, 
S. Australia) and—for the first time—mem- 
bers of Canterbury L.W.H. On July 3 a 
“ busload ” of us went over to the Maidstone 
Rally; on the following morning those who 
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could attended the corporate Communion in 
St. George’s Church. On July 28 Tubby and 
his overseas companions gave us a very full 
day—a party in the garden of “Archie” 
(our padre) and Mrs. Macmillan (L.W.H.), 
and a full house of Toc H and L.W.H. in the 
evening. The Cadies’ Group came over to 
visit us on August 3 from their Battalion 
camp at Herne Bay, and we returned the visit 
later. We have held two week-end camps, 
one at Eltham, the other at Chislet. Meetings 
above the Baths in Canterbury Lane, 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays in the month at 7.30 p.m. 


HAROLD WOOD.—Work at the Sana- 
torium (open-air concerts and Sunday morn- 
ing services) and for the War Memorial In- 
stitute has continued throughout the sum- 
mer, and we have created order out of chaos 
in the Church Garden, Our Scouts and Cubs 
continue to increase (Rovers 9, Scouts 32, 
Cubs 32). Monthly musical services on 
Sunday afternoon and a series of dances will 
be run this winter, and guest-nights are now a 
village event. We have had a Jeéture by Mr. 
Whitehouse of the B.B.C., and are expecting 
Mr. Richardson of St. Dunstans and Alex 
Birkmire. The local L.W.H. still visit the 
Mental Home at Brentwood and have helped 
with flowers for All Hallows. Meetings every 
Monday at 8 p.m. at the War Memorial 
Institute. H. F. M. 


MAIDSTONE.—Tubby’s visit on July 27 
and our River Rally (see Canterbury news) on 
July 3 were great events. Talks have been 
given by D. McNeill on “ Mining,” and by 
J. Shoeten Sack and Guy Ewing (both of the 
Countrymen’s Council) on “ Rural Com- 
munity Councils”; Padre Moyle, who has 
come to us from Folkestone, led an excellent 
discussion on the first Point of the Compass. 
Jobs go on well, and we have held several 
weck-end camps for our Boys’ Club in 
Padsole. 


R.I.P.—The Branch feels deeply the death 
of Rey. R. V. Heyward. His enthusiasm, 


kindness and uprightness were a magnificent 
example to us, and we all loved him as a 
friend and a brother. 


READING.—We have been fortunate in 
having Padre Cawley (late of Winnipeg) with 
us on two recent occasions and our Sunday 
services were inspiring. The Branch has 
never been in a more healthy condition for 
the winter’s work and Toc H is gradually 


East Midlands 


DERBY.—On June 25 we welcomed our 
new Area Secretary, Les Abdy. A week later 
Hospital Day saw over forty of our members, 
disguised as conviés or warders (dresses by 
the L.W.H.) let loose on the town; they 
collected £156. We helped also at the Hospi- 
tal Day at Melbourne, near Derby, and under- 
took a similar corporate job at Draycott on 
September 11. The Boys’ Camp from July 10 
to August 30, which over 160 boys attended 
for a week, was managed by Branch members, 
a good proportion of whom took a spell of 
duty there. H.W. 


GRANTHAM.—Our new headquarters is 
now established and a Toc H chapel there is 
rapidly nearing realisation. TheGarden Fête 
at Willoughby Hall in June was a real success, 
and Arthur Lodge’s address on “ How to run 
a Toc H Branch” was much appreciated. 
Members are at present busy with a scheme 
of village whist drives on behalf of the 
Kesteven Blind and good results are reported 
already. Padre C. I. Lee (Mark VII) has 
spoken to us on “ The Child Mind,” and Mr. 
Raymond on “ Iraq.” The holiday camp for 
our jobmaster’s boys’ club was held this year 
at Saltburn-on-Sea. C HIT 


NORTHAMPTON.—We began our winter 
weekly meetings on September 15 with 
ele&tions of the Committee and general 
business, and on the 21st held our Dedication 
Service in the Chapel of Remembrance when 
we initiated five new members and all re-lit 
our tapers at the Lamp: our Padre gave 
an inspiring address on “The Power of the 


going ahead in the town: we are not for- 
getting our financial responsibility to H.Q. 
Reading is linking up with the Groups 
abroad by regular correspondence, and we 
hope to get every member of our Branch 
to take part in the scheme. Meetings weekly, 
every Tuesday, during the winter in the 
Toc H Room, Trinity Church, South Street, 


at 7.4§ p.m. BIscUITEER. 


Area 


Light.” We are considering having a small 
Chapel of our own to help us at H.Q. Padre 
Spurway and Les Abdy came from Birming- 
ham to see us on October 5 and we are joy- 
fully awaiting Tubby on November 19. 
The Branch is now fifty-two Strong. Meetings 
every Wednesday at H.Q. 


NOTTINGHAM.—* Sandwich-snatching ” 
is a ceremony held at headquarters once a 
week, when members bring their own parcels 
of lunch, and discuss policies and activities 
freely—a kind of unofficial committee. It is 
hoped to hold a conference (also entirely 
unofficial !) for the Nottingham district on 
October 23 and 24. Certain members from 
the Carrington distriét of the city have asked 
to start a Group: they have found a good 
headquarters and 12 of our Branch members 
have been handed over, with a “ God-speed,” 
to them. Another daughter-Group is soon 
expeéted at Carlton. Some members devoted 
their summer holidays to running a camp at 
Seagrave, Leicestershire, for three batches of 
boys sent by the C.C.H.F. for a fortnight 
each. HIBIscus. 


RUGBY.—We have just left the Birming- 
ham area to join hands with Leicester, but 
previously received two welcome vists from 
Les Abdy and sent our jobmaster off to the 
Jobmasters’ Conference at Mark VI on 
June 19-20; Padre Spurway also visited us 
on July 27 to talk about the League of the 
Lamp of Maintenance. On May 29 we had 
a crowded room for the Rev. Studdert 
Kennedy, and on August 24 Councillor White- 
ley spoke to us on “ Adult Education.” We 
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ran the United Services’ Fund Children’s 
Home Sports on July 10 (finishing with our 
Concert Party’s programme in the evening), 
and on August 21 held a week-end camp at 
Fawsley Park, near Daventry, for our Boys’ 
Club, which we hope to run again this winter. 
On Oétober 11 we open the Social Club in our 
padre’s village for the season. We regret to 
lose our Chairman, Gordon Turvey, to 
Stafford, and welcome Winkle, his successor. 
Jumzo. 


SLEAFORD.—Our family has been greatly 
depleted owing to the going away to Halton 
of our Cranwell R.A.F. boys, of whom we 
had about 40 of the best. We had a farewell 
gathering, after attending a service for the re- 
dedication of the Lamp by the Vicar of 
Sleaford. Cranwell and our Sleaford Locals 
played a friendly football match—from 
which our Boot-and-Stocking Fund benefits 
to the extent of £6—a good way to play 
football. CHAS. 


West Midlands Area 


BIRMINGHAM.—On July 13 we welcomed 
Jessup and his American boys from Ridge- 
field—and they replied with the College 
“yell.” On July 21 an intimate family 
gathering witnessed the unveiling of a beauti- 
ful stained glass window on the Staircase of 
Mark VI: our jobmaster, whose parents were 
the donors, unveiled it and our padre dedi- 
cated it. We celebrate our birthday on 
November 6 with an afternoon meeting, tea, 
dedication service in a city church, and an 
evening social: we want members from any- 
where near Birmingham to attend and offer 
hospitality to those who cannot get home that 
night. Guest-Nights on Fridays: October 8, 
Pat Leonard; October 15, Mr. Quinn on 
“Dr. Barnardos Homes”; Oétober 22, 
Padre Spurway and Les Abdy. Dirk. 


COVENTRY.—Fifteen members of our 
Boys’ Club had their annual camp, the third 
arranged by the Branch. The After-Care 
Club for older boys has made a satisfactory 
Start, and the L.W.H. are looking after the 
girls. We see quite a lot of Les Abdy and 
Padre Spurway—the more the better. We 
are losing several fine members, and our late 
Secretary has got married. Dotty. 


NORTH STAFFS.—We moved into our 
new headquarters on July 30—at Cross 
Street Boys’ Club, Hanley, where, at the 
Reétor’s request, we have taken over the 
running of the club. About 6o boys came to 
the reopening of it on September 17, and 
Padre Spurway and Les Abdy blew in, to our 
delight. GUNNER. 


WEDNESFIELD.—After three years of 
patient effort and wandering from house to 
house, this Group is now definitely established 
in a home of its own—a room Strongly 
reminiscent of the Upper Room of immortal 
memory, which has been christened “ Staveley 
Loft.” A local Young Men’s club has been 
handed over to our care, in addition to the 
work our members are already doing in 
conneétion with Scouts, Boys’ Brigade, 
Hospitals, Sunday Schools, &c. GINGER. 


WOLVERHAMPTON.—We hold regular 
fortnightly meetings: on September 16, 
Leslie Chown, one of our members, spoke on 
“The League of Nations.” We hope to 
Start a Boys’ Club soon. Meetings in the 
Y.M.C.A. on 1st and 3rd Mondays of the 
month, R. L. M. 


Yorkshire Area 


BRADFORD.—The Winter session “ kicks 
off” on Oétober 2 with the opening of our 
new Headquarters, which we are sharing 
with the local battalion of the Boys’-Brigade. 
The Lord Mayor of Bradford will take the 
salute as we march past the Town Hall and 
will afterwards open the rooms, which will 


366 


be dedicated by the Bishop of Bradford. 
A service at the Cathedral, conduted by the 
Bishop, one of our padres, with an address 
by Pat Leonard, follows, and a sing-song 
in the new rooms will finish the evening. 
Guest-nights have been good and jobs promise 
well. REJOSEC. 


GAINSBOROUGH.—The Group sprang 
out of a visit of Padre Macfarland last April, 
and now numbers two dozen strong—half of 
them married men, who are as keen as the 
rest, and lend a certain Stability! Our 
treasurer provided us with an excellent club- 
room which another member spent many 
hours in painting and decorating ; this room 
is lent to a local Scout troop, rent free, as their 
headquarters as well as ours. Our first jobs 
have been the colleétion of literature for local 
hospitals and sick people at home known to 
our members, and the sending of poor lads 
to camp with the Scouts at our expense. A 
Boys’ Club is in preparation. Juno. 


GRANGETOWN.—A solemn initiation of 
members took place in St. Matthew’s Church 
on July 22. The ceremony was performed by 
Tom Garaway of Hull, assisted by A. H. 
Culmer, the Group padre. Padres W. H. 
Baddeley (South Bank) and A. L. Siderfin 
(Eston) also came over and took part. Twenty- 
five Grangetown men were initiated in the 
presence of members from Stockton, South 
Bank, Middlesbrough, Eston and Dormans- 
town, and a fairly large congregation of 
non-members filled the church. Tom Gara- 
way spoke on Toc H, and “ Last-Post ” and 
“ Reveillé ” were sounded by buglers of the 
“Green Howards ” Regiment. A. H.C. 


HULL.—On June 26 the pirates of Mark X 
took part in a “rag” for the Royal In- 
firmary, in which “ Capt. Hook ” kidnapped 
the Lord Mayor and Sheriff and drove them 
round the town. At the Town Hall we held 
them to ransom and made a very large crowd 
of citizens hand over their “ pieces of eight.” 


A fortnight later a local conference was held 
in the House, at which Arthur Lodge spoke 
on “ Federations”? and Peter Monie on 
“ Finance.” VESTA. 


MIDDLESBROUGH.—We have formed a 
Study Circle under the leadership of our 
1.C.F. member, and in November are to have 
a le€&ture by the Direétor of the Newcastle 
Broadcasting Station. Our Secretary was 
married in August. JOBMASTER. 


WHIT BY.—During the year membership 
of the right kind has satisfactorily increased. 
Among permanent jobs are the establishment 
and maintenance of a library (300 books) at 
the War Memorial Cottage Hospital, and the 
taking over of a Boys’ Club. Toc H’s inter- 
vention succeeded in re-Starting the British 
Legion in Whitby, which had been closed 
down for some time, in new premises on 
promising lines : representatives of Toc H are 
on the various committees, especially the 
Relief Committee. In conjunétion with Brid- 
lington Group a poor boys’ camp was held at 
Bridlington: the outfit, which had to be 
bought, will be used at Whitby next Summer 
and camps held at the two places alternately. 
A great variety of regular and casual jobs 
have been done; members have gone over to 
Middlesbrough to hear Pat Leonard, to the 
conference at Hull, and 30 went to Scar- 
borough to hear Tubby (spending much of the 
night on the moor in a broken-down chara- 
banc on the way home!) Leétures have been 
given to us on alternate Fridays, to one of 
which (Mr. Dixon of Sheffield on ‘‘ The 
Council of Social Service ”) the local Rotary 
Club came as our guests. 


Northern Area 


HARTLEPOOLS.—Our Library at the 
Cameron Hospital has now grown to between 
600 and zoo books, and we recently spent 
four nights indexing them. We played seven 
cricket matches this summer: among our 
opponents were the local Deaf and Dumb, 
with whom we also play weekly billiard 
matches. Our jobmaster has gone to Bir- 


mingham and another stalwart forsaken us 
for Coventry. SCOTTIE. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—On July 24 
we took 22 patients from the War Pensions 
Hospital by motor to Alnwick Castle, where 
they were the guests of our Branch President, 
the Duke of Northumberland; another 
similar motor outing of 35 men went to 
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Belsay Castle on September 11 as Mrs. 
Middleton’s guests. We have “ adopted ” 
Ward I of the Hospital as a corporate job, 
and gave a whist drive, supper and concert 
there on September 22. We celebrated 
August 4, being the anniversary of the out- 
break of War, by a service in the Unknown 
Warrior’s Room at Mark XVIII, and a talk 
by Major Angus on personal experiences 
of fellowship and service at the front. We 
have also helped to organise three flag days 
and a children’s outing to the seaside, etc. 
Canon Leslie S. Hunter, the first Branch 
padre, leaves Newcastle Cathedral for Barking, 
Essex, where we hope to hear of Toc H soon. 


Meetings every Wednesday at Mark XVIII, 
8 p.m. PITMAN. 


SOUTH SHIELDS. — Seven week-end 
camps have been greatly enjoyed by our 
Club boys. We have made a happy arrange- 
ment with Liverpool Branch to care for 
migrants from this distri€t on their way 
through that port. Two of our fellow- 
workers arc now at Ipswich undergoing 
training before going out under the Canadian 
Government farming scheme. Best wishes 
to Hardie Henderson, foundation member 
and original jobmaster of Shields, on his 
marriage on September 14. SCRIBBLER. 


Lancashire Area 


MANCHESTER.—Since June we have 
been fortunate with information about our 
brethren overseas. Taylor from Ceylon 
turned in unexpectedly one evening, Padre 
Cyril Pearson told us about Calcutta, Alfred 
Hill gave us facts about Australia, and Padre 
Higgett blew in after 23 years’ work in New- 
foundland. Ali these talks emphasised the 


courageous spirit winning through overseas, 
and made us wonder if we were pulling our 
weight at home. Best wishes to Arthur 
Haigh and his bride sailing to start life to- 
gether in New Zealand, and to Frank Heller 
who is by this time in Australia, The 
Branch goes forward in its endeavour to get 
some cash for Headquarters. Cia 


South Coast Area 


BRIGHTON AND HOVE, LANCING 
COLLEGE, ETC.—The venture of Glynde- 
bourne Camp, modest in scope but mighty in 
aim, so far relies on Toc H ideals and Sussex 
members for its realisation that it seems to 
merit a place among these notes. The 
fourth—and probably the most successful—of 
these camps was held this year. Had you 
called on the camp in the second week of 
August you would have found about 25 
Sussex public schoolboys and 4o young 
Brighton industrial workers, living together, 
playing games, bathing, walking, sing-songing, 
and getting to know cach other pretty well. 
You would have found a Staff of eight, of 
whom at least six were Toc H members. And 
you would have found a real “ atmosphere.” 
The camp of course is a kind of “crib” of 


Wessex 


SOUTHAMPTON. — “ Talbot House ” 
(commonly called “the Dock House”), 
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the Duke of York’s, but the comparative ease 
of this much smaller experiment suggests that 
it might be most profitably repeated in other 
distriéts. Its advantage to the school Group 
of Toc H, usually rather at a loss for an outlet, 
is obvious, and Lancing College Group finds 
Glyndebourne Camp almost the supreme 
claim on its aétive existence. We were an 
amazingly happy family, and hope to meet— 
schools and works—in athletic contest and at 
a Christmas re-union during the coming 
winter. The Juvenile Welfare Council of 
Brighton and Hove is primarily responsible 
for the existence of the camp, which is 
practically self-supporting (each member, or 
his firm, paying his share): any further in- 
formation from A. J. Prior (“ Skipper ”) of 
1, Pavilion Buildings, Brighton. W. F. B. 


Area 


our Hostel for Sea-going Boys, was opened 
on September 1, 1924, and up to September 


= 1 22s 


30, 1926, a hundred and eighty boys have 
passed through it. Some more detailed 
figures may be of interest to members. The 
number of visits paid by boys is 807; the 
number of new boys between July 1 and 
September 30 this year is 27. The boys are 
employed on various ships belonging to the 
following companies :—Cunard (68 boys) ; 
White Star (40); C.P.R. (38); R.M.S.P. (17) ; 
UnionCastle (13); Yachts (4). Boys come tous 


by dire& application, from Boards of Guardians 
or from the training ships Exmouth and 
Warspite, and in many instances this Hostel 
is the only home they know. This great 
“stretcher bearing” work must not be 
allowed to fall through. It is now definitely 
the responsibility of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Southampton Branch, and we ask 
for the prayers and interest of the whole 
family of Toc H for it. R. P. 


West Country Area 


GLOUCESTER. — Membership has in- 
creased, the fortnightly meetings are well 
attended, and the jobmaster does not com- 
plain ofus. We have added to our corporate 
jobs visits to the Casual Ward and work fora 
Boys’ Club, and have some ambitious plans in 
the making. The outstanding recent event 
was Tubby’s visit to Cheltenham where we 
helped to swell the audience to 150 strong. 
To him, to Cyril Pearson of Calcutta, Albert 
White of Sydney, and other speakers we are 
very grateful. 


SWINDON.—Boys’ work claims a lot of 
attention among the regular jobs of members. 
The Marlborough-Swindon- Camp at Marl- 
borough College took place again this Sum- 
mer with customary success ; and large num- 


bers of members have arranged holiday 
camps, week-end camps and hikes for Scouts, 
etc. Corporate work was done for the Victoria 
Hospital and Swindon and District Nurses’ 
Fetes. An interesting programme has been 
arranged for the autumn, including a series 
of talks by Branch members on subjeéts in 
which they are expert. A.W. J.D. 


YEOVIL.—This Group, initiated recently 
by members from Taunton, meets fortnightly 
on Mondays, at present in a room at the 
ViGtoria Hall, but the question of a permanent 
home is not yet settled. Members are getting 
to know each other and are keenly discussing 
ways and means of helping around the district. 
Padre Hawkins of Bristol visited us lately. 

Cc. H. W. 


South Wales Area 


CARDIFF.—Winter plans are busy at 4, 
Fitzalan Place: the L.W.H. also use our 
rooms on one or two nights every week. 
Recently we have been installing wireless 
sets for sick people, with apparatus supplied 
to us by the Radio Guild (started by Mr. 
E. R. Appleton, DireGtor of Cardiff B.B.C. 
Station, in conjunétion with his “ Silent 
Fellowship ” which is a feature of Sunday 
broadcasting from 5 WA). A.T.M. 

MAESTEG.—Since the Strike everyone 
here is Stoney-brok-e-um, and we are very dis- 
appointed that lack of funds prevented our 
summer camp being held. Several of our 


members and L.W.H. members are teachers 
and are able to help in the canteens for chil- 
dren and young miners being run in the town. 
We started our Boys’ Club in July and the 
youngsters have developed a passion for 
boxing, etc. Our dance band appeared suc- 
cessfully last season and we hope to assist 
various charities with it again; our concert 
party has held its first rehearsal. In July we 
joined Cardiff Branch in a picnic and hope 
this winter to visit them as well as Newport, 
Barry, Penarth, Merthyr and Swansea. The 
wheels are moving for a Group at Bridgend. 
A. B. anD C. 
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Scotland 


GLASGOW .—W’e have been approached to 
tun another Boys’ Club in the Govan distriét, 
and have reorganised the “ Parlour’? Com- 
mittee in connection with the crippled kiddies. 


Albert White of Sydney was speaking to us 
on Australia recently when our main fuse 
went and left him in candle-light. Alec Pater- 
son addresses us on September 20. 1.M.M. 


Northern Ireland 


BELFAST.—Some of the Rovers held a 
successfu] camp for the Newsboys, and L.W.H 
collaborated in an excursion. Drives for 
disabled soldiers were more successful this 
year than usual. The winter session has 
opened with an informal tea and concert, 
and a programme has been drawn up for 
each meeting. Lectures and classes at the 
Prison have been resumed and we hope to 


News from Overseas 


have new classes in Motor mechanics, Short- 
hand and French. At the first meeting of 
the season, with Major Williams in the 
chair, D. Campbell spoke on “ Tanganyika,” 
and progress was reviewed—with the con- 
clusion that while aftivities were going strong, 
Toc H was not expanding in Ireland: several 
suggestions were made, and it is hoped to 
remedy this defect. Par. 


Branches and Groups 


AUSTRALIA 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA .—Out size increases 
every week, but work has been very strenuous : 
as Toc H becomes better known the demands 
for assistance come in steadily, and demand 
exceeds supply, which proves the need for 
such bands of young chaps. Besides the 
active groups in South Australia—Broken 
Hill, Woodville and Adelaide—a Group 
is about to launch out at Clayton Norwood, 
under the Padreship of C. C. Watts of 
Clayton Congregational Church, and another 
is forming at Unley but is not so far forward. 
All the Groups are self-contained “zoos,” 
well and truly representative of all types 
and “isms,” and jobs—some of them real 
back-breakers—are being wholeheartedly 
tackled. On August 4, the anniversary 
of the outbreak of War, we celebrated our 
first birthday in Adelaide. We Started 
the day with Communion in St. Peter’s 
College Chapel and Clayton Congregational 
Church. About seventy arrived to tea. 
We sang “OValiant Hearts,” with the 
Ceremony of Light between the first four 
and last four verses, and used the Family 
Thanksgiving, allotting the parts—the Mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian Church leading 
off and Padre Watts taking the final part. 
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The Bishop of Adelaide commemorated 
the Elder Brethren and gave the blessing. 
H. E. the Governor, Sir Tom Bridges, was 
present and spoke to us on the War and the 
need for service. This meeting marks an 
epoch in the history of Toc H S. Australia, 
and ptfovides a stepping stone (some humorist 
said the birthday cake was the aétual stone) 
for further development. We are working 
keenly on the migration problem, mect 
practically all the boats and interview as 
many new atrivals as is humanly possible. 
We hope to take our part in bringing into 
being a new Settlers’ League and the Big 
Brother movement in South Australia. 
Mark ROBINSON. 
VICTORIA.—Of the two Headquarters’ 
Groups started by Tubby, we will soon have 
neither meeting at Anzac House. “ The 
Sautes,” desiring to get closer to the field 
of a&tion—and to corporate jobs—have gone 
to Fitzroy, a Northern industrial suburb, 
where they have been given the use of 
convenient rooms for meals and meetings. 
They are now busy on a “survey” of the 
distri preparatory to digging in. The other 
Group, “The Weeds,” has taken scouting 
as its main job and is negotiating for rooms 


in Scout Headquarters, where members 
expect to be mecting regularly within the 
next few weeks. The third City Group, 
“The Lunars,’ still meets at zor Little 
Collins Street, the centre of much sound 
work with Boys’ and Men’s Clubs, War 
Orphans and with outlying hospitals. Keen 
interest is being shown in Boy Migration. 
To ensure closer co-operation with the Big 
Brother Movement, a member of the Central 
Executive of Toc H Vittoria has been ap- 
pointed to the Committee of that organisa- 
tion. A scheme of Scout Migration put 
forward by a Melbourne member is also 
causing a good deal of interest. Plans are 
being made for the establishment by Toc H 
of a training farm for boys coming to 


Australia under this scheme. The work of 
the Groups at Brunswick, Sandringham and 
Geelong is progressing steadily and arrange- 
ments are being made for Padre Hayes to 
visit Bendigo and Ballarat with a view to 
establishing Groups in those cities. Toc H-ers 
here are eagerly looking forward to the arrival 
of their fellow-member, Lord Somers, who 
was initiated before leaving London to come 
to Vitoria as the new Governor of this 
State. He will receive a real Toc H welcome. 
(10.vi.26). R.G. B. 
*.* Home Branches and Groups should sub- 
scribe to The Link (published by Toc H, 
Melbourne. Price 2s. Gd. per annum) in 
order to keep in touch with Australian Toc H 
developments.—ED. 


CANADA 


TORONTO.—A1 newspaper cutting received 
by the Editor describes the first lighting in 
Canada of the “ Byng of Vimy Lamp” at 
Mark II (C) by Lord Salisbury— for those ” 
(as the headline says) “who ‘died not 
knowing how the day had gone ’—beautiful 
ritual of Toc H is performed by distinguished 
visitor from Old Land.” Special mention 
was also made of “ Bob ” Shea- Butcher, who 
has been a member of the Branch from the 
start, and his heroism in the recent Balsam 
Lake disaster was commemorated. A photo- 
graph in the same newspaper shows Lady 


VANCOUVER, B.C.—On June 22 the 
first annual meeting of the Group was held. 
There are about 30 enthusiastic members. 
The jobmaster’s report dealt largely with work 
among the blind. On July 13, Jim Berg, 
president of Mark I (C) arrived from Winnipeg 
and a very pleasant evening was the result. 
Next day our three daily papers printed long 
articles on Toc H. Two nights later Jim 
addressed a supper meeting and on the next 
evening gave a specch over the radio. By 
day he interviewed person after person and 
the effeéts will be lasting. On July 16 he 


Salisbury and Mrs. Cockshutt at the House set out with Lyle Munn, our jobmaster, 
with Mrs. H. H. Langton, president of the to discover Seattle, U.S.A.—but that is 
Toronto L.W.H. another story. Jit. 
EGYPT 
CAIRO.—A small Toc H Group has been the clubs where Toc H is most needed 


trying to keep its end up through the hot 
summer months, with many of its keenest 
spirits away on leave. In Egypt the diffi- 
culties are multiplied. To begin with there 
is the language barricr and most of the real 
social work in our Egyptian towns is of 
necessity in the hands of missionaries whose 
first three or four years have been spent 
in little else but language study. Another 
very grave difficulty is that a large percentage 
of our membership as yet is mélitary, and 


are situated in slum areas out of bounds 
to British troops. But where there’s a will 
we are beginning to find a way. We are 
establishing a contact with a Moslem Boys’ 
Club, initiated and magnificently organised 
by a C.M.S. layman out here. The club lies 
in the very heart of the worst slum area in 
Cairo, where men, women, children, goats, 
chickens and donkeys live all huddled up 
together in hovels that are slightly below the 
level of the ground and are as devoid of light 
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as they are innocent of even elementary 
sanitation. In this slum is a long narrow 
alley in which every third hovel is a dis- 
reputable café, and a large proportion of the 
dwellers here are cocaine vitims. It is from 
such surroundings that there emerge daily 
into the busy thoroughfares of Cairo in- 
numerable boys between the ages of io and 
17 to earn a few piastres selling papers or 
blacking shoes. Itis a bigoted Molsem quarter 
and the reception given to the Lads’ Club 
(when it was opened last Oétober in an erst- 
while café, right in the centre of this long 
alley) was made the hotter by the fact that 
just opposite to it a collapsed building supplied 
an almost inexhaustible ammunition dump 
in the way of brick-bats! But wonders 
have already been worked and opposition 
has changed to curiosity and curiosity is 
fast yielding to interest; and these very 
cramped quarters in this very dismal area 
are now the home of a tremendously flourish- 
ing infant welfare centre in the morning, 
and a sort of combined club and Night School 
for lads in the evening. Here any evening 
of the week will be found keen classes of lads 
learning to read and write and simple paint- 
ing, &c. One evening a week the place is 
thronged with lads for a lantern lecture and 
Saturday evening is given up to organised 
games. There are just two ways in which 
Toc H hopes to bear its share in this work. 
First of all we hope to get the landlord to 
build another floor on to the house, that floor 
to comprise one big clubroom the same 
area as the house, and Toc H hopes to find 


the rent of this room and to furnish it and to 
let it be known as the “Toc H room.” 
Secondly we hope to start a Scout Troop 
from among the membership of the club, 
but as our Scoutmasters will be drawn 
entirely from our military members, to whom 
this area is out of bounds, a meeting place 
for the Scouts has yet to be found which shall 
be at once in bounds for the Scoutmasters 
and not too far away for the boys. On June 
25 Toc Hinvited the whole club for an evening 
in the garden of Bishop’s House. It was 
the night of the full moon and, being also a 
Moslem holiday, we had a full attendance of 
the Club. The programme included compe- 
titions of every kind but the piece de resistance 
was a large bath filled with water in which 
gleamed coins of various values. “ Back 
Sheesh” at last! Eyes started out of 
heads, screams of joy went up, hands 
went in—but none very deep for a strong 
clectric current was passing through the 
water! ‘Two were eventually brave enough 
to secure a two-piastre picceeach. And under 
all the din a gramophone was playing Egyp- 
tian music (!) There was food of every kind, 
a couple of flashlight photographs and a speech 
of welcome from one of our members in 
fluent Arabic (two or three of our members 
can do this—though how any can talk 
Arabic unless he has advanced tonsilitis 
passes comprehension). So we came to 
the end of a perfect day, with many con- 
tras made, some of which, please God, 
will ripen into friendship. 
G. C. Lunt. 


INDIA AND CEYLON 


BOMBAY : [The August number of The 
Lamp, the monthly Journal of Toc H India ts 
full of good reading, and we take this oppor- 
tunity of advising every home Branch and 
Group to subscribe for the year to it; no price 
ts quoted, but send some suitable amount to the 
Editor, 99, Corporation Street, Calcutta. We 
selet a few paragraphs from one article in 
which D. Doyle of Calcutta Group describes 
a visit to the Bombay Groups}. 


Se 


“The chicf difference between Calcutta and 
Bombay Groups is in numbers. Bombay 
have had bad luck in losing a number of their 
original members, and it has been an uphill 
fight to get and keep the present Group 
together. They have had no one with ex- 
perience to help them, and have had to 
work slowly and carefully to ascertain the 
right paths to follow.” After notes on two 
meetings he attended, the writer goes on 
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to describe at length a Guest-night of 
“Bombay 1”: “The third meeting was the 
Guest-night—the cheeriest I have experienced. 
It would have been a lesson to Calcutta. 
(Of course there were only nineteen present 
instead of some sixty, which made it easier.) 
There was the usual chatter while late arrivals 
settled down, and the Padre appeared, 
looking very comfortable and happy, in 
socks, shorts, blazer and tennis shirt, and 
very obviously out for someone’s blood. 
Pollett gave a ripping talk about the origin 
of Toc H and what it stands for now, and 
explained the Ceremony of Light and the 
initiations. He was sitting on the floor 
with us in a circle round him, and his story 
was told so naturally that we might have 
been listening to someone telling a fairy 
tale... . An initiation followed the Cere- 
mony of Light and we all trooped up to 
supper.” (The meal, somewhat of a “ rough 
house,” is described.) . . . “ Supper over, 
we returned to the lounge and made the raf- 
ters ring with Rogerum and Under the 
Spreading cheituut tree... . Charades and 
a couple more songs followed, and then the 
Padre took charge, and the cheeriest of 
evenings came to an end. A few more of 
these will see Bombay doubling their numbers. 
They have had the toughest fight of anyone. 
... The good news has just come through 
that the Government have given permission 
for Bombay Toc H to have the use of two 
vacant rooms in the Sailors’ Home; the 
Sailors’ Home will supply a good deal of the 
furniture. In addition to these two rooms 
there is also a large hall which they can use 
for entertainments. (We snderfland from 
P.W.M. that the Sailors Home occupies a 
very strategic position in Bombay for Toc H 
work—Ep.) . . . I was lucky in being able 
to meet the College Group (i.e., Bombay II 
the Indian Group at St. Xavier’s College) a 
few days before I left; they are very keen and 
are doing some excellent work. Their great 
disadvantage lies in the fact that their leaders 
are being changed perpetually and moved 
on to other Colleges, but they always seem 
to find others quite capable of taking their 


place. . . . When I tell you that a Padre 
of the United Free Church of Scotland and a 
Dutch R.C. Padre (i.e, Fr. Duhr of St. 
Xavier's) sat and discussed the bearing of 
the Toc H Ceremony of Light on the teaching 
of various seéts, you will appreciate that the 
spirit of Toc H is a very wonderful thing.” 


COLOMBO.—Extraf from a letter to the 
Editor from Francis Mathew (late Warden of 
Mark I), 11.7.26: “ The Colombo Group has 
been meeting frequently in the Quiet Room, 
placed at our disposal by the British Soldiers 
and Sailors Institute, with whom we hope in 
the future to have a much closer link—but 
that is another Story. Hayter, our jobmaster, 
has done Trojan work in scouting round for 
useful outlets for our energy. On June 26 a 
goodly collection of Toc H fellows were 
assisting at an annual show at a big Deaf and 
Blind School ten miles out of Colombo, just 
beyond Mt. Lavinia. The show was a 
great success, and the two ladies who run the 
school have persuaded Toc H to take the job 
on permanently and also to pay frequent 
visits to the school in the meantime. Have 
you ever seen blind kiddies run ? I suppose 
the staff of the school get used to it, but I 
personally—and I am certain other Toc H 
helpers too—was very close to tears that 
afternoon. ... It was delightful to watch the 
way the deaf helped the blind to clear the 
course between races—a deaf Scout (for the 
School is divided into patrols for deaf and 
blind Scouts, Cubs and Brownies, etc.) a@ting 
as a leader to a string of blind Scouts. .. . 
Besides the Pettah Street Boys’ Club another 
outlet for us, we hope, will be the revival of 
Colombo Rovering attivities which have so 
far not prospered for lack of leaders. A very 
fine Prison Troop (the first of its kind) is in 
existence at Welikade Gaol: this has been the 
inspiration of our jobmaster, shared with 
another member of the Group who recently 
Stepped into Brooke-Elliott’s place as Cey- 
lon’s Scout Commissioner. In connection 
with this Troop we want, in a quiet way, to 
start a Prisoners’ After-care Scheme, drafting 
the Prison Scouts on their discharge into 
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troops in their home area and leaving the 
Scout law of help and fellowship to work its 
own healing between the ecx-convi& and his 
new scout friends. The Scout idea in gaol 
seems infinitely worth whilc, and gives no 
end of a fillip to what would otherwise be a 
hopeless existence, especially where a fellow 
has a long sentence. There has just becn a 
Rally of Ceylon Scouts and Rovers at North 
Camp... the enthusiasm inCeylon is amazing, 
and I do hope the Rover idea takes definite 
shape. I often wish I had taken full advan- 
tage of George Moore and Seal Chart—but it’s 
not possible to do everything. .. .” 


KANDY.—We are still a small Group, 
growing gradually, but not yet as representa- 
tive as we should be. Our aftivities are be- 
coming well known locally, and so we have a 
reputation to keep up and enhance. Cer- 
tainly some of the “ things hoped for ” in our 
last notes to the JourNaL have come to pass. 
Brooke-Elliott (an old Ceylon resident, now 
in Madras Toc H) on his last visit gave us 
several] suggestions, which we have aéted upon. 
Our O.C. Music arranged a successful concert 
in the Prison; a new member has Started 
libraries in the Prison and for English- 


speaking inmates of the Hospitals; and 
several members visit the Prison and have 
been able to help prisoners. Dr, S. C. Paul 
of Colombo has given us a “ mirrorscope ” 
which should be invaluable for the le@tures we 
contemplate. But our chief job is the Street 
Boys’ Club scheme, which has gradually been 
worked up as our main contribution ever since 
Alec Paterson first put the idea into our head 
on his visit in November. Members have 
played and referced football with the boys 
three days a week since January, and in the 
last few months we have been collefting 
money among our acquaintances in order to 
refit the old pavilion on the Kandy Sports’ 
Ground as a club where about cighteen 
homeless boys can live and other boys 
can belong; without an address to give 
a boy naturally has little chance of a 
regular job. Long before these notes appear 
a manager will have been chosen, rules settled 
(as nearly on the lines of the Oxford and 
Bermondsey Club in London as possible) and 
the club will have held its house-warming. 
We needed about Rs. 600 for this, and have 
received about Rs. 900 (£70) and much 
sympathy for our venture, 
G. S. SYREATFEILD. 


MALAY PENINSULA 


PENANG.— In the course of a letter to the 
Editor, too long to be printed here “ in extenso,” 
the Secretary of the Group reports a debate which 
might well be imitated elsewhere. Some of the 
things said will seem to most members to be 
based on misunderstanding, others constitute a 
challenge which they should try to answer :— 
“Some time ago Toc H in Penang was put 
on trial. The members were interested to 
find out what people thought of the Asso- 
ciation and why many younger men refused 
to join. It was decided to hold the next 
monthly meeting in the form of a court. 
Two members of the Group were appointed 
to be counsel for the prosecution and two 
other members as counsel for the defence. 
The prosecution was asked to sink its own 
feelings and only to express the opinions of 
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persons who either obje&t to Toc H or fail 
to see its necessity. They did so, and 
though they were answered by the defence, 
it may interest some of your readers to answer 
them too. The first speaker, for the prosecu- 
tion, stated (a) that to the Man in the Street 
Toc H means an organisation of ex-Service 
men as opposed to non-Service. The very 
name “ Toc H ” flaunts ex-Service in people’s 
faces; it is an Army idiom which long ago 
dropped out of everyone’s ordinary speech— 
“Talbot House” would be just as easy. 
The younger men fear that the War is going 
to be continually forced down their throats. 
(b) The ideals of the Society are very high- 
sounding . . . but its idea of Service is to 
serve itself. All the jobs that it does were 
done just as well before by all decent men, 


without doing them for the glory of Toc H.... 
(¢) As for its use in Penang, it is totally un- 
able to help new men coming out. It hasn’t 
the funds, and it has nothing else to offer. 
Any Y.M.C.A. can do its present work— 
and new men avoid both. (d) There is no 
class hatred in Penang ; possible race hatred 
takes its place—and if race hatred ever ceased 
in Malaya, it would be the end of British 
tule... . (c) A man can’t propagate the 
Gospel without being impertinent . . . in 
most cases it would be utterly insincere, 
as very few men nowadays are much in- 
terested in religion. Insincerity is a strong 
note in Toc H, as witnessed by the JOURNAL 
which reminds one of the ‘ Boys’ Own Paper’ 
[at least we go down with an old friend !—Ep.]. 
The letters in it are sickening with self- 
praise—every member is a ‘ splendid fellow,’ 
every meeting is ‘inspiring,’ every Group, 


whatever it is doing, is ‘going ahead magni- 
ficently.’... As long as this attitude remains, 
the quieter and soberer men of the new 
generation will be scornful of it. The second 
speaker, following up the religious question, 
said that the clergy were using Toc H to get 
a hold on younger men, and many men 
objected to being lured into a religious society. 
There was a Royal Charter, to which mem- 
bers subscribe—then there was added much 
later* a resolution demanding that members 
guarantee themselves to the Christian Church. 
That is not a necessary part of one’s servicc 
to one’s fellow-men, and it keeps people of. . . 
If Toc H refuses non-Christians it can never 
be a world movement. These speeches were 
duly answered, until it became too late for 
the Judge to have any say... .” 


*To be precise the Charter was granted on December 
14, 1922, and the “Main Resolution " passed unanimously 
by the Conference on the following day.— Ep. 


NEW ZEALAND 


AUCKLAND.—On May 3 we opened the 
Seamen’s Mission with a Concert at which we 
collefted £20 towards the £85, the extent to 
which we have mortgaged ourselves for a 
new piano. During the first month of the 
Mission’s opening we had 232 sailors in 
(apart from the 150 people present on the 
opening night). Two members at least are on 
duty there every evening and are right loyal 
over it. As the Mission looked rather bare 
a fatigue party calcimined the walls on a 
Saturday afternoon, and we have colleéted 
quite a lot of pictures and are now going for 
curtains. Of course the job isn’t all plain 
sailing. On May 25 Commander Middleton 
kept us interested till late with an account of 
operations in the Dardanelles. On June 8 
some of the ladies interested in the Seamen’s 
Mission came to discuss the furtherance of our 
work there : next morning we found that one 
of them had given £65 to liquidate our debt 
on the piano! We keep up hospital visiting, 
and at present have two lonely men, both 
injured at sea, in our care; and we keep a 


watch always for lone hands. On July 6 we 
celebrate our Birthday. Horace Dyer. 
(A programme was attached and shows a 
Communion Service at 8 a.m. and a Thanks- 
giving at 7 p.m. (preacher, the Archbishop 
of New Zealand, President of Toc H, N.Z.)on 
July 4; Birthday Party from 8 p.m. to mid- 
night on July 6; Annual Meeting of the 
Group on July 20; and a Concert at the 
Seaman’s Mission on July 27— ED.) 
WELLINGTON.—Extrafis from a letter to 
Tubby from Jim Hedges (bead butler at 
Government House, Wellington), 25.5.26 : After 
describing how he found “ a topping boy,” a 
Toc H member, who had had a rough time in 
the “ back blocks ” on farm work, pra@tically 
destitute, and had taken him on to the staff at 
Government House, Jim writes: “ Just at 
present both Donald ” (tbis boy) “ and I are 
very interested in the problem of the Public 
School Boys who are coming out to New 
Zealand to learn farming. Many of them get 
sent to very poor shows indeed and quite a 
number drift back into the towns, in a very 
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bad way... . I am quite ready to admit that 
many who come are utterly unfit for the job 
they set out to do. At the same time both 
Donald and I have every sympathy for these 
boys, as Don knows by experience the sort of 
thing they are up against, and I know from 
him. I think the worst part must be the 
lack of companions. They come out, many 
of them straight from school, where they nave 
had plenty of company and every comfort, 
and the contrast on some of these ‘ back- 
block” farms must be deadly. I am quite 
sure that many of them are eating their hearts 
out with home-sickness—after all they are 
only boys—and officials as a rule have not 
much sympathy with them. So Don and I 
have been doing all we can to get into touch 
with these boys and to show them what little 
kindness we can. We have two here now, at 
Mrs. McCraw’s (the housekeeper) sugges- 
tion, who are spending the week-end with us. 
Such nice boys they are and so grateful for the 


little comforts they get here that it is a real 
pleasure to us to have them here. We have 
been able to have little gatherings here in the 
housekeeper’s room, with Mrs. McCraw as 
“Mother,” and we try to get a few members 
of Toc H, and a few decent chaps who as yet 
are not members of Toc H, and have a pleasant 
evening with music, etc., and a quiet and in- 
formal chat about Toc H and its work and 
objeéts. It all comes about quite naturally, 
and before we know where we are they are 
asking if they can come to a Guest-Night 
(whereas I find as a rule that the most 
desirable fellows are rather difficult to get to a 
meeting—most of them seem to think they 
are going to be let in for jobs which they will 
not have time for). Ben and I are concen- 
trating particularly in this way on the schools, 
and at the last little evening we had quite a 
number of boys from Scots College. So you 
see , Tubby, we are not being idle though we 
may move slowly.” 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


ALICE (C.P.}—Although the centre of a 
flourishing farming distri€t this place may be 
better known to oversea people as the home 
of the famous missionary institution, Lovedale. 
and also of the South African Native College ; 
and the Toc H membership of a couple of 
dozen has united all these diverse elements, 
from professor to policeman and joiner 
to journalist, in its work. The town is 
also within telephone call of Keiskama Hoek, 
the first and only Branch at present in South 
Africa, whose members have rendered most 
appreciated help to the new Group, and 
helped to inaugurate it on the evening of 
September 8 with their Lamp. Meetings are 
held on the second and fourth Monday of 
every month and useful public work in con- 
nection with the Boy Scout movement and 
First Aid training has begun. GJEJE: 

BELGRAVIA (JOHANNESBURG). — 
Please, we’ve come! We are one of the very 
youngest of Toc H Groups, and the first fruits 
of Harry Ellison’s visit to the Transvaal— 
very unripe fruit perhaps! Padre Ellison’s 
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visit has been a memorable thing for many, 
and this Group is one of eleven which he has 
left behind him. Over thirty of us are trying 
to set up the spirit of Toc H in this suburb of 
the “golden city.” We have got going on 
various jobs—hospital visiting, Scouts, phthi- 
sis men, helping “ down and outs,” and some 
of us are making furniture for the Boy Scouts 
Hall, of which we have generously been 
granted the use for meetings. At our guest- 
night on June 10 we had a very useful talk 
from the Probation Officer (a member of 
Johannesburg Central Group) who proposes 
to pass some of his cases on to us. Toc H 
is all new in this country, and we have few 
here who have seen Groups at work else- 
where, but we are trying to go carefully until 
we learn the way. We look forward to seeing 
Padre Ellison for a few days again in Augutt, 
when he will be able to rap us over the 
knuckles for the mistakes we have made. 
This Group received the first Rushlight for the 
Transvaal at “ Uncle Harry’s ” final meeting 
with al] new Groups on June 3. IKaxazo. 


HOUSES, BRANCHES AND GROUPS OF TOC H 


A. In the British Isles 


Houses 


MARK 1.—23 Queen's Gate Gardens, S.W.7. Mare 


X1.—44 Princess Road, Leiceste . 
” 1I.—123 St. George’s Square, S.W.r. = 


XII.—Shaw Royd, Halifax, Yer«s. 
The Brothers’ House—119 Kennington Park Road, S.E.11 


” IIf,—148 York Road, London, S.E.1 


1V.—Gartness, Victoria Park, Manchester. Mare XIV.—1 Eccles Old Road, Salford. 

V.—The Firs, Bassett, Southampton. oD XV.—31 The Common, Woolwich, S.E.18. 
VI.—77 Clifford Street, Lozells, Birmingham » XVI.—Redville, High Street, Swindon. 
VIl—rg Fitzroy Square, London, W.1. a XVII. —The Old Parsonage, Itchen, Hants. 
VIII.—Christ Church Road, Sheffield. E> XVIII.—Greystoke, Grainger Park Road, 
IX.—29 St. Paul's Road, Clifton. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

X%.—Clarendon House, Hull. oY XXIL—3 Jamaica Road, Bermondsey, S.E.16. 


Hosrru.—Haileybury House, Durham Row, Stepney, E.s. 
Hostet.—16 Rutland Street, Hulme, Manchester. 
HosTet For Sea-cotnc Boys.—Talbot House, Orchard Lane, Southampton. 


Branches and Groups 


The names of Brancues are printed in capitals, and the numbers in brackets refer to the order of foundation ; the 
names of Groups are in italics. Branches and Grou ps marked (C.C.) are members of the Toc H Countrymen’s Ccurcil. 


London Federation. 
Federation Secretary: R. R. Calkin, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 
Padre (N. and E. Area): Rev. A. Birkmire, 27 Belsize Square, N.W.3 
1 (Southern Area): Rev. T. C. C. Brochner, 119 Kennington Park Road, S.E.1r. 


” 


(Western Area—acting): 


Manx I. (1) 
Marr II. (14) 
Marx IHI. (21) 
Marr VII. (43) 
BaRNeET (10) 
Battersea and Clapham 
Bellingham 
BERMONDSEY (60) 
Brixton 

Cnersea (84) 
Chigwell 
Croydon (70) 
Deptford 

Eatine (87) 
Enfield 

Esher 

Golders Green 
Hackney 
Hammersmrru (89) 
Hampstead 
Highgate 

Hoxton 

ItForD (50) 
Istincron (42) 
Kennincton (58) 
Kincsron & SURBITON (94) 
Lewrsnam (65) 
Marna Vare (71) 
Norwoop (98) 
Richmond 
Romford 

Srpcup (72) 


Rev. H. Cawley, 34c Lexham Gardens, S.W.7. 
T. Risdell Smith, 23 Queen’s Gate Gardens, S.W.7. 
T. B. Willmitt, 123 St. George's Square, S.W.r. 
F. H. Flower, 148 York Road, S.E.1. 
P. C. Toy, 15 Fitzroy Square, W.1. 
W. H. Nicklin, 2 Station Terrace, New Barnet. 
C. O. Leadbitter, 69 Overstrand Mansions, S.W.11. 
L. W. Richards, 20 Grangemill Way, S.E.6. 
C. G. Turtle, Mark XXII, 1 Jamaica Road, S.E.16. 
F. Fryett, 21 St. Margaret's Road, Brockley, S-E4. 
S. M. W. Sheppard, 10 Mallord Street, S.W.3. 
E. Birch, 7 Forest Terrace, Chigwell, Essex. 
E. W. Wilson, 7 North End. 
C.G. Ingall, 93 Cranfield Road, S.E.4. 
F. A. Wallis, 1 King’s Avenue, W.5. 
S. F. Dovey, Hadley Hall, Park Road, New Barnet. 
P. M. G. Talbot, Glenhurst, Esher, Surrey. 
R. S. Pearson, 57 Templar’s Avenue, N.W.11. 
A. C. Williamson, 49 Cotesbach Road, Clapton, E.5. 
P. E. Curnock, 30 Avenue Gardens, Acton, W.3. 
C. Woolston, 13 Llanvanor Road, N.W.2. 
J- G. Scott, 29 Fortnam Road, N. 19. 
G. A. W. Walters, 41 Lothbury, E.C.2. 
R. Welcomme, 58 Mayfair Avenue. 
H. J. T. Ford, 81 Yerbury Road, Tufnell Park, N.19. 
H. C. Jeaffreson, 119, Kennington Park Road, S.E.11. 
L. lodge, 67 Durlston Road, Kingston-on-Thames. 
H. Webdell, 1g Raymond Road, Elmers End, Beckenham. 
A. E. Archbold, 30 Shirland Road, W.g. 
W. E. Robinson, ‘‘ Heneill,” Panmure Road, S.E.26. 
L. W. Ellen, 115 St. Leonard's Road, E. Sheen, S.W.14. 
A. H. Coryn, “ Welwyn,” Walden Way, Hornchurch. 
K. M. Jack, “ Springmead,” Elm Road. 
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Southend H. F. Boosey, 39 Crowstone Road South, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
pede W. P. Burden, 78 High Road, N. 11. 

Stepney S. H. Bates, 21 Essian Strect, E.r. 

ScreatHaM (102) J. R. Phipps, 44 Brudencll Road, Upper Tooting, S.W.17. 
Sydenham iS h A. E. Florance, 18 Earlsthorpe Road, S.E.26. 

“The Cadies group’ V. D. Perrin, 28 Antill Road, Bow, E.3. 

Tower Hill A. E. E. Shields, 7 Tower Hill, E.C.3. 

Twickenham D. A. Royle, g Chudleigh Road. 

Uxbr idgs G. R. Peddle, 3 The Square, George Street. 

West Ham (104) J. J. McLoughlin, 78 Crofton Road, Plaistow, E.13. 
Willesden H. B. Adshead, c/o 33 Station Road, N.W.10. 
Wrtarepon (73) R.C. Bryne, 24 St. George's Road, S.W.19. 

Wood Green E. J. Taylor, 54 Blake Road, New Southgate, N.11. 
Wootwicn (74) H. Wynne, 62 Guild Road, Charlton, S. E.17. 


Home Counties Area. 
Area Secretary: c/o. The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 


ALDERSHOT (41) H. E. Milner, 87 Victoria Road. 

Beckenham C. E. Perkins, 23 Cedars Road. 

Bedford S. R. Evans, 38 Kingsley Road. 

Bromtey (69) J. S. Lock, 213 Southlands Road, Bickley, Kent. 
Broxbourne F. W. L. Pearson, The Warren, Broxbourne, Herts. 
CANTERBURY (37) W. H. Griffin, 7 Monastery Strect. 

Chelsfield G.M. Lee, Orchard Cottage, Chelsfield, Kent. 
Chislehurst H. J. Brown, Ivy Lodge, Church Row. 

Cockernhoe (C.C.) E. Henman, 102 Mangrove, Cockernhoe, near Luton. 
Crowborcugh S. E. Welfare, 1 Pasture Villa, White Hill 

Cupuam (85) (C.C.) R. S. Forbes, 7 Coronation Terrace, Biggin Hill, Westerham, Kent. 
Dover F. Prescott, 11 Stroud Street. 

Farnborough R. H. Mills, ror Grosvenor Road, Aldershot. 
Folkestone T. L. Hicks, g Marine Crescent. 

Gillingham A.C. Rees, 145 Albany Road. 

Guildford H. Burland, “ Highbank,” The Mount. 

Haroitp Woon (90) H. F. Manning, Kingsgate, Harold Wood, Essex. 
Harpenden F. Stephenson, “St. Just,” Tennyson Road. 
Kensworru (64) (C.C.) F. Butterfield, The Bank, Kensworth, near Dunstable. 
Keston C. D. Quint, Lakes Road. 

Leignton Buzzard A. C. Holmes, 250 Hockliffe Street. 

Lutron (96) L. J. Merchant, 134 Castle Street. 

Mainstone (5) J.C. Baxter, 9 St. Philip's Avenue. 

Markyate (C.C.) S. Trivick, 40 High Strect, Markyate, Beds. 

Oxrorp (7) A. W. Vallance, Manchester College (Gen. Secretary). 


W. R. Hatch, Exeter College (Assistant 'Varsity Sec.). 
V.C. Martin, 112 Walton Street (Assistant Town Sec.). 


Raptetr (99) T. P. Norris, Stokke, Radlett, Herts. 

Rainkam S. H. Wickins, ‘ Clovelly,” Wakeley Road. 

READING (79) R. A. Frowde, 95 King’s Road. 

St. Albans A. L. Cribb, Birtles, Battlefield Road. 

Slougs G. M. Oakeshott, “The Hob,” Chestnut Avenue. 
Tunuripce Wetts (51) S. V. Berwick, 180 Grosvenor Road. 

Studham (C.C.) H. Tearle, The Village, Studham, near Dunstable. 
Weybridge H. W. J. Monk, Monument Restaurant, Monument Hill. 
Wesr Kerr (77) (C.C.) F. C. Revers, Tollgate, Bearstead, near Maidstone. 
Wotverron (13) J. A. Rose, 96 Anson Road. 


East Anglian Area. 
Area Secretary: c/o The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 


CAMBRIDGE (4) J-M. Forde, St. Catherine's College ('Warsity Secretary). 
H. Dear, 64 Humberstone Road (Town Secretary). 

Clacton-on-Sea R. Davis, “ Shamrock," Wellesley Road. 

CoLCHESTER (28) H. N. Clark, 13 Sir Isaac’s Walk. 

Felixstowe R. Wootton, “Capri,” Foxgrove Road. 

Great Yarmouth A.V. Bean, 60 Wolseley Road, Southdown. 

Irswicn (81) E. J. Hilsden, Briar Tor, Ringham Road. 

Norwicn (75) T. Smith, c/o 22 Tombland. 
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Stow mar ket R. Cook, Prospect House, Lime Tree Place, Stowmarket, Suffolk. 
Woodbridge and District K. J. Oxborrow, Stone Cottage, Pettistree, Wickham Market. 


East Midlands Arca. 


Area Secretary : c/o The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.r. 
Area Padre: Rev. H. Sawbridge, M.C., Mark XI, 44 Princess Road, Leicester. 
Hon. Visitor: A. R. Wates, same address. 


Bardon Hill G. A. Wilkins, School House, Bardon Hill, near Leicester. 
Coalville J. Emmerson, 56 Vaughan Street, Coalville, near Leicester. 
Deray (35) F.G. Creed, 80 Normanton Road. 

Grasruam (68) O. W. Lee, 43 North Parade. 

Hinckley A.C. Bedford, ‘The Briars,” The Spa, Hinckicy. 
Leicester (29) A. R. Wates, Mark XI, 44 Princess Road. 
Loucusorouc (gs) W. R. Wickens, 15 High Street. 

Melton Mowbray J. A. Bruce, 87 Thorpe Road. 

NORTHAMPTON (36) J. W. Hudson, 160 Cedar Road. 

Norrincuam (66) H. S. Hibbins, 59a Carrington Street. 

StraForp (38) R. Broughton, 61 North Road. 


West Midlands Area. 


drea Secretary: L. Abdy, Mark VI, 77 Clifford Street, Lozells, Birminghan:. 
Area Padre: Rev. F. Spurway, same address. 


Biamincuans (18) D. Cochrane, Mark VI, 77 Clifford Street. 

Covesrry (26) A Bowen, 38 Bull’s Head Lanz, Stoke, Coventry. 

Hereford M. Marshall, The Manor House, Beinton, near Hereford. 
Lichfield Noel Round, Theological College, Lichfield. 

NorTH STAFFORDSHIRE (24) T. C. Maynard, Mill Hayes, Brindley Ford, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Wednesfield H. Price, 74 Hart Road. 

Pelverhampton H. Jones, 49 Oak Street. 

Rughy F. R. James, 24 Murray Road. 


Yorkshire and North Midlands Area. 


Area Secretary : A. Lodge, Mark XII, Shaw Royd, Halifax. 

Padre (East Yorks) : Rev. T. Garaway, Mark X, Clarendon House, Hull. 

Padre (West Yorks): Rev. J. Redrobe, Mark VHI, Christchurch Road, Pitsmoor, Sheffield. f 
[Note.—S.Y.F.= member of the South Yorks Federation; W.Y.F.= member cf the West Yorks Federation.] 


Barnsley (S.Y.F.) E. Lyon, 6 Wansfell Terrace. 

Beverley W. A. Atkinson, 49 Mill Lane. g 

BRADFORD (20) (W.Y.F.) H. Cockroft, 40 Beech Grove, Undercliffe. 

Bridlington R.G. Kirlew, 18 King’s Street. : A 
Catterick R. J. Cubberley, c/o D.O.R.E. Reconstruction, Catterick Camp. 
Chesterfield T. Phillips, Walton Drive, Baythorpe, Chesterfield. 
Cottingham G. V. Shepherd, 14 Linden Avenue, Cottingham, E. Yorks. 
Dewsaury (86) (W.Y.F.) R. Sheldrake, 29 Woodside, Leeds Road. 5 
DONCASTER (108) (S.Y.F.) F. Smith, 20 Qucen Mary Crescent, Kirk Sandall, near Doncaster. 
Dor manstown L. Swaine, 3 The Green. 

Gainsborough W. E. Plowright, News Office, Market Place. 

Goote (88) C. Barratt, 25 Jackson Street. 

Grangetown W. R. Wilson, 6o Victoria Road. 

Grimsby H. J. Sanders, 26 Alexandra Road. 

Harırax (33) (W.Y.F.) F. Garside, Mark XII, Shaw Royd. M 
Holmfirth (W.Y.F.) J. H. Brook, 80 Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth, Yorks. 
Hoyland and District (S.Y.F.) H. Goddard, King Street, Hoyland, near Barnsley. 
Huppersrietp (42) (W.Y.F.) C. Avery, 64 Parkgate, Berry Brow. 

Huce (40) W. A. Lunn, Mark X, Clarendon Road. 

Leens (49) (W.Y.F.) J. S. Platt, 11 Gledhow Wood Avenue. 

Lightcliffe (W.Y.F.) P. Bruce Low, 19 Newton Park. poe 

Lincotn (56) FE. Goodacre, Alvingham House, Rookery Lane. 

Louth E. F. S. Whitworth, 63 Eastgate. 

MansFietp (82) E. Wass, 52, Woodhouse Road. 

Mexborough (S.Y.F.) J. J. Edwards, Lorna Road. 

Mtppresnroucn (31) H. Casson, 68 Granville Road. i 

Mirfield (W.Y.F.) E. P. K. Hirst, 23 Nettleton Road. 

Rawmarsh (S.Y.F.) C. Hague, 203 Green Lane, Rawmarsh, near Rotherham. 
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Retford E. Egerton, 58 Carolgate. 

Rornernam (55) (S.Y.F.) C. Ashford, 161 Station Street, Swinton. 

Scarborough R. W. Smith, 17 Albemarle Crescent. 

Scunthorpe J. Parker, 17 Frodingham Road. 

Snerrizcp (17) (S.Y-F.) C. Hull, Mark VIII, Christchurch Road, Pitsmoor, Sheffield. 
Sourn Banx (101) J. N. Davies, 75 Pym Street, South Bank, Yorks. 

Seen Warrey (24) (W.Y.F.) S. Burnett, 1 Platt Street, Liversedge. 

Sutron-in-Ashfield H. J. Cook, 31 Council Houses, near Alfreton. 

Wakefield (W.Y.F.) S. Turner, Stoneleigh House, Aggbrigg. 

Walkley (S.Y.F.) J. D. Wibberlcy, 147 Burgoyne Road, Walkley, Shettield. 
Wath-on-Dearne (S.Y.F.) H. Breislin, 20 Sandygate, Wath-on-Dearne, Rotherham. 
Wet Shefficld (S.Y.F.) J. E. Roebuck, 21 Ruth Square, Sheffield. 

Whitby T. A. Walker, 22 Elgin Street. 

Yorx (106) A. Stacey, 37 Melbourne Street. 


Northern Area. 


„Area Secretary: J. Walker, Mark XVIII, Greystoke, Grainger Park Road, Newcastle-on-'l'yne. 
Area Padre: Rev. H. R. L. Slater, same address. 


Burradon G. Humble, 26 Grieves Row, Dudley, S.O. Northumberland. 
Carlisle L. J. G. Gribble, Dysart House, St. Aidan’s Road. 
Cragheud J. B. E. Eddon, The Vicarage, Craghead, Co. Durham. 
Cullercoats H. S. Priestley, 11 Percy Avenue, Cullercoats, Whitby Bay. 
Durna (15) J. Lister, 19 Old Elvet, Durham. 

Felling J. A. Maclean, St. Alban’s Vicarage, Felling, Co. Durham. 
GaresuHeap (61) A. Dodds, 190 Westbourne Avenue. 

Hartlepool S. Scott, 23 Stanhope Avenue, W. Hartlepool. 
Hebburn-on-Tyne G.T. English, 8 Aln Street. 

Neweast ze (80) R. A. Shilston, Greystoke, Grainger Park Road. 

Sourn Surecos (76) D. C. Anderson, 40 Garwood Street. 

Stockton-on-Tecs Sid Ray, 42 Hind Street. 

Sunderland F. Darbyshire, 11 Pickard Strect. 

Tanfield S. Curry, 6 Blanche Terrace, Tantobic, Co. Durham. 


Lancashire Area. 


Area Secretary : M. C. Callis, Mark IV, Upper Park Road, Victoria Park, Manchester 
Area Padre: Rev. M. P. G. Leonard, D.S.O., same address, 
Hon Visitor : H. Leigh-Groves, Holehird, Windermere. 


ALTRINCHAM (41) J. F. Rodgers, 126 Stamford Park Road, Hale, Cheshire. 
Bracesurn (45) R. Markham, The Parish Church, Blackburn. 

Great Budworth E. Southern, The Schoo! House, Great Budworth, near Northwich. 
Hyde A. R. Cook, c/o Higham Press, Hamnett Street, Fi yde, Manchester. 
Hulme J. R. Colquhoun, 19 Russell Street, Moss Side, Manchester. 
Knutsford Ray White, The Test School. 

Lancaster G. H. J. Burrows, Bath House, Bath Street. 

MANCHESTER (3) R. H. Bealey, 30 Scarsdale Road, Victoria Park. 

Morecambe E. Parkinson, 1 Skipton Street. 

Newton Heath N. Shepherd, c17 Oldham Road, Newton Heath, Manchester. 
Norruwicn (47) E. Nicholls, “ Wayside,” Cromwell Road. 

Oldham N. D. Arkinstall, 2 Auburn Bank, Moston Lane, Manchester. 
SaLFoRD (57) C. P. Hampson, Wentworth, Ellesmere Park, Eccles. 

Staveley S. S. Smith, Gowan Cottage, Staveley, Kendal. 

Srocxrorr (46) W. Greaves, 44 Brinksway. 

Wigan G. Hilton, Meek’s Buildings, Rowbottom's Square. 

WINDERMERE (52) J. W. Longmire, The Sycamores. 


Mersey-side Area. 


Area Secretary : cjo The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 
Area Padre: Rev. È. Harrison,M.C., St. Catherine’s Vicarage, Abercromby Square, Liverpool. 


Birkenhead R.M. Henderson, “ Fir Bank,” Vyner Road North, near Bidston. 
Degsipe ann Distric (12) F. H. Seager, 40 Church Street, Connah's Quay, Chester. 
Lirverpoot (19) T. F. Whittle, 4 Norwich Street. 

Paynton F. E. Smith, “ Hunstan,” Woodford Road, Poynton, Cheshire. 
Southport H. E. Wood, 24 Moss Lance. 

W aterloo A. Peel, 6 Ronald Road, Waterloo, Liverpool. 
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South Coast Area. 


Area Secretary: c/o The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.r, 


Bexutte (83) 
Retcirox ann Hove (22) 
Hastines (91) 
Laxcing College 
wes 
Littlehampton 
Petsuerth (C.C.) 
Shoreham 
Wortntne (48) 


C.G. Eagling, Laurel House, Sidley. 

W. R. Cook, 39 Gloucester Road, Brighton. 
A. Wells, 114 Milward Road. 

R. H. James, Sanderson’s House. 

E. L. J. Terry, St. Wilfrid's. 

A. Wingfield, 41 High Street. 
W.D.Morgan, Petworth, Sussex. 

F. Oakley, “ Beulah,” Gordon Road. 

F. J. Gordge, 35 Church Walk. 


Wessex Area. 


Area Secretary : H. Eastwood, Mark V, Bassett, Southampton. 


Bourxemouru (107) 
Evstleigh 

Gosport 

Porrsmourn (16) 
Satisnury (100) 
Sournampron (27) 


Spetishury-cum-Charlton (CC) 
Wimnorne (78) 
Wootsrox (105) 


R. A. Yeatman, 19 Cheltenham Road, Parkstone, Dorset. 

R. Preece, 33 Cranberry Road. 

A. Saunders, 65 Mayfield Road. 

H. V. S. Hersee, 163 Victoria Road North, Southsea. 

L. C. Bryant, 4 Downton Road. 

District Secretary : Lt.-Col. R. Pennell, D S.O., Mark V, Bassett. 
Padre : Rev. J. R. Brookes Davies, Mark V, Bassett. 

G. W. Bennett, The Hill, Charlton Marshall, near Blandford, Dorset. 
E. Ash, 7 Ethelbert Terrace. 

F. G. Gill, 149 Swift Road. 


West Country Area. 


Area Secretary: c/o The General Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 
Area Padre : Rev. H. Hawkins, Mark IX, 29 St. Paul's Road, Clifton, Bristol. 
Hon. Visitor : Lt.-Col. the Hon. H. S. Davey, C.M.G., 9 Somerset Place, Bath. 


Bath 
Baisrot (9) 
CHELTENHam (2) 
Cheltenham “ A" 
Exeter (11) 
Gloucester 
Penzance and West Cornwall 
Ply mouth 
Swinpon (6) 
Taunton (54) 
“ervil 


A. A. Wood, 69 Newbridge Road, Weston, Bath. 

G. T. Pittman, Mark IX, 29 St. Paul's Road, Clifton. 
T.M. Roy, Chislehurst, Sydenham Villas Road. 

R. Edwards, c/o E. Wright, Havana House, The Promenade. 
W. G. Michelmore, 18 Cathedral Yard. 

F. J. Hutchinson, Leasgill, Stroud Road. 

P. J. Batten, 2 Regent Buildings, Penzance. 

Rev. J. T. T. Brown, 54 Emma Road, Stonehouse. 

A. W. J. Dymond, Mark XVI, Redville, High Street. 
H. Wilson, 3 The Avenue. 

K. Preston, c/o Mrs. Green, Abbotsbury, Sherborne Roid. 


South Wales Area. 


Area Secretary : cjo The Gencral Secretary, Headquarters, 1 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1. 


Barry 

Carpirr (23) 
Maesrec (97) 
Newport (Mor.) 


Evinsurcu (8) 
Grascow (25) 


Becrast (63) 


W. Stonchewer, 16 Woodland Road. 

B. Lawlor, 22 Cyn Coed Road, Penylan, Cardiff. 
J. W. Cooper, 48 Heath Road, Maesteg, Glam. 
J. S. Parry, Bush Hotel. 


Scotland. 


Greig, 87 Warrender Park Road. 


L.C. 
D. C. Morris, Toc H, 140 Douglas Street. 


Northern Ireland. 
G. Kinnaird, 6 Clarence Strect. 


B. Overseas : Houses, Branches and Groups 


Houses 
Marz I (C).—11 Kennedy Strect, Winnipeg. Marr I (U.S.A.).—2148 Florida Avenue, Washington. 
Mage II (C)—614 Huron Street, Toronto. Marx II (U.S.A.).—560 West 24th Street, New York. 


Manx I (S.Am.).—Calle de Chacabuco 723, Buenos Aires. 
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New Sourn WALES: 
Sydney (2 Groups) 
Newcastle 
Broken Hill 

QUEENSLAND: 

Brisbane 

Sourn AUSTRALIA : 
Adelaide 

TASMANIA = 
Hobart 

W ESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Donnybrook 

Fre mantle 

Guildford 
Mount Barker 
Perth 

Vicroria: 
Geelong 
Melbourne: “ Weeds" 
Melbourne: “" Sautes” 
Melbourne: ‘* Lunars” 
Melbourne: " Brunos" 
Melbourne: ‘‘Grits" 


Antwerp 
Ypres 


Carman 
Chilliwack 
Montreal 
Pincher Creek 
Saskatoon 
Toronto (103) 
Pancouver 
WINNIPEG (30) 


Alexandria 
Cairo 
Suez 
Haifa 
Jerusalem 


Hinaidi 


Bombay I 

Bombay II 

Calcutta I 

Calcutta II 
Cawnpore 

Madras 

Nilgiris and Malabar 
Colombo 

Kandy 


F. Maray Srares (67) 
Kuala Lumpur (Wing) 
Perak (Wing) 

Tenang 

Ofngapore 
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Branches and Groups. 


AUSTRALIA 


Registrar; L. G. W. Farmer, City Chambers, 5 Hamilton Street. 
W. Dawson, Toc H, 5 Hamilton Strect. 

A. S. Challen, 3 High Street. 

Ven. Archdeacon A. White, The Rectory. 


W. S. Findlay, 107 King House, Queen Street. 
W. A. Cave, Box 1202, P.O. 


Rev. C. G. Williams, 338 Murray Street. 

Organising Secretary: D.M. Cleland, Box 202, G.P.O., Perth. 
P. Hepworth. 

A. S. Burtenshaw, c/o The Colonial Sugar Corporation, Henry Street. 
N. Graham. 

A. Hickling. 

J. Douglas. 

General Secretary: R.G. Baxter, Anzac House, Collins Street. 
Ken Kernot, Woodlands, Ryrie Strect. 

J. S.McCreery. 

G. C. B. Matthews. 

A. Ramsay and P. Lightfoot. 

A. E. Solomon. 

A. Fox. 


BELGIUM. 


M. Benning, 8 Rue de Boez, Lurenberg, Antwerp. 
T. Elvidge, 31 Basse Ville, Y pres. 


CANADA. 
Frank Evans, Carman P.O., Manitoba. 
S. L. Brice, Box 312, Chilliwack, B.C. 
H. W. Wilson, c/o The Shell Company of Canada, 190 St. James’ Street. 
Kenneth Main, Pincher Creek, Alberta. 
H. Rose, 729 Temperance Street. 
G. E. L’Aventure, Mark II (C), 614 Huron Street. 
J. T. Harvey, 607 Rogers Buildings. 
F. D. Ross, Mark I (C), 11 Kennedy Street. 


EGYPT, PALESTINE AND IRAQ. 


J. S. Adams, Eastern Telegraph Company Mess. 

F. A. Hogg, P.O. Box 243. 

Rev. H. Wilde, M.C., St. Saviour’s. 

Sergt. C. V. Curtis, British Gendarmeric. 

Rev. C. Steer, M.C., St. George’s Cathedral. 

F. G. Gentry, Royal Aircraft Depot, Hinaidi, near Baghdad. 


INDIA AND CEYLON. 

R. W. Wordley, c/oMacmillan & Co., Hornby Road. 

F. Oss, St. Xavier's College. 
C. V. Palmer, c/o Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co., 103 Clive Street. 

G. R. Frericks, c/o Messrs. P. S. Sparling & Co., g Clive Row. 

A. C. Inskip, c/o Messrs. Cooper Allen & Co. 

H. C. Stagg, c/o Macmillan & Co., Ltd., North Beach Road. 

H. H. Chaplin, Cordite Factory, Aruvan Kadu, Nilgiris, South India. 
R. C. Kerr, c/o Colombo Commercial Co. 

G. C. Streatfield, Trinity College. 


MALAY PENINSULA 


R. J. B. Clayton, Teluk Anson, Perak, F.M.S. 
G. W. Lawes, Assistant Commissioner of Police. 
Clifford Oakley, Ratanni Estate, Teluk Anson. 
J. W. Clark, c/o Kennedy Burkhill & Co., Ltd. 
N. Smedley, Raffles Museum. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


ducHand H. Dyer, 3 Hynyard Street. 
Christchurch S. G. Lester, 12 Webb Street, St Albans. 
Wettxoron (109) A. B. Malyon, c/o Mrs. Miles, 29 Birtle Crescent. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
Alice C. Piggott, P.O. Box 6, Alice, C.P. 
Auckland Park G. S. Vincent, 37 Wargrave Avenue, Auckland Park, Jobannesburg. 
Belgravia M. M. Rushton, Nourse Mines Ltd., P.O. Box 32, Denver. 
Cookhouse Bobs Webdell, Cookhouse, C.P. 
Durban L. Richardson, 42 Cuthberts Buildings, West Street. 
East London H. L. Dryden, c/o P.O. Box 223. 
Grahamstown R. Currey, St. Andrew's College, 
Johannesburg Central N. Larkin, 17 Viljoen Street, Judith’s Paarl. 

H. J. Raubenheimer, 51 Jorissen Street. 
Fchannesburg, N.E, District A. R. Martin, “ Aviemore,” Oaklands, Johannesburg. 
Schannesburg, S. District G. M. Lark, c/o Chief Accountant's Ontice, S.A. Railways. 
Keisxama Hoek (93) H. V. Oldfield, St. Matthews P.O., C.P. 
Krugersdorp R. G. Yell, 87 Luipaard Strect. 
Pieter maritzburg Capt. R. F. Courtier, 196 Chapel Street. 
Somerset East H. T. Grey Harries, P.O. Box 69, Somerset East, C.P. 
Springs G. J. Grung, West Spring, Ltd., P.O. Box 190, Springs. 
Yeoville P. E, Cukey, St. John’s College, Yeoville, Johannesburg. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 
Burxos Arres (53) R. S. Randolph, c/o The British Society, Laville 349. > 
Mendiza : A. E. Barton, Vina del Pino, Casilla 22, Mendoza, Argentine. 4 A 
Rosario A. M. G. Cobbold, c/o British Consulate, Calle Entre Rios 679, Rosario, Argentine. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

New York E. Webber, Mark If (U.S.A.) 560 West 24th Street. 
Philadelphia Lewis H. Lukens, junr., 132 Southforth Street. 
Washington Mark I (U.S.A.), 2148 Florida Avenue. 


TOC H LEAGUE OF WOMEN HELPERS. 


Hon. General Secretary: Miss A. B. S. Mache, 50 Great Tower Street, E.C.3. 
Padre: Rev. H. Cawley, 84c Philbeach Gardens, $.W.7. 


In the British Isles—H ouses 


New June 50 Great Tower Street, E.C.3. 
Szconp Junz ro Stanley Gardens, Kensington Park Road, W.8. 
Branches and Groups 

Barry Mrs. Price-Hughes, 52 St. Nicholas Street. 

Bath Miss Thomas, § Derwent House, Weston, Bath. 

Belfast Miss E. Clarke, 2 Ulster Terrace. 

Birmingham Miss F.Mason, 7 Lime Grove, Handsworth. 

BLACEBURN Miss E. Walker, 71 Oozchead Lane. 

BRIGHTON Miss Hewer, 8 Eastern Terrace. 

Bristol Miss Bolt, 8 Gloucester Row, Clifton. 

Canterbury Miss L. Freeman, 2 Edward Road. 

Caroirr Mrs. W. Jones, 238 Newport Road. 

CHELTENHAM Mrs. Urwin, 23 The Promenade. 

Coalville Mrs. Gibson, “ Glencoe," Meadow Lane. | 

Cottingham Miss M. Howard, 1 Rayna eee Yorks. 
asd . Blanche, 52 Marke rect. 

e ~ ER ao rd Huddleston Street, Cullercoats, Northumberland. 

Drrsipe Miss D. Jones, 24 Ryeland Street, Shotton, near Chester. 

Derby Mrs. Coleman, ‘‘ Corners,” Littleover Hill. 

Dancaster Miss Bone, “ Kenilworth,” Avenue Road. 

Durham Mrs. Cooper, 11 Leazes Place. 


Me 


EXETER . 
Felling 
Gateshead 
GRANTHAM 
HALIFAX 
Harotp Woop 
Huddersfield 
Hutt 
Lighteliffe 
Liverpool 
Loxpon: Brumley 
Chelsea 
E.C. Districr 
Hammersmith 
Hampstead 
Islington 
KENSINGTON 
Kingston 
N. LONDON 
Pimlico 
S. LoNDON 
Streatham 
West Ham 
WIMBLEDON 
MANCHESTER 
Maesteg 
Mansfield 
Mirfield 
Newcastle 
Nottingham 
Oxford 
Ports mouth 
Reading 
ROTHERHAM 
SALFORD 
SHEFFIELD 
South Bank 
Spen Valley 
Stockpsrt 


Vicroria: 


Geelong 
Malvern 
Melbcurne 1 
Melbsurne 11 
Northcote 
Sandringham 
New Sorru Waces: 
Sydney 
Sovrn AUSTRALIA £ 
Adelaide 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA; 
Perth 
TASMANIA? 
Hebart 
Launceston 


Tcroxto 
Winnipeg 


Miss C. W. Furdson, Furdson, Thorverton, Exeter. 

Miss Ella Grave, 26 Coldwell Terrace, Felling, Co. Durham. 
Mrs. Rodgers, 5 Oxford Terrace. 

Mre. Wigfield, § Gladstone Terrace. 

Miss H. Howarth, 18 Wolseley Terrace. 

Mrs. Pratt, 1 Wavency Villas, Church Road. 

Mrs. Taylor, Upperfold, Honley, near Huddersfield. 

Mrs. Boreham, 6 Springfield Avenue, Middleton Street. 
Miss D. Glossop, Greenbank, Hipperholme, Yorks. 

Mrs. Klemm, 30 Faulkner Square. 

Miss Farnfield, “ High Clare," Chislehurst. 

Mrs. Sladen-Wing, 21 Cheyne Gardens, S.W.3. 

Miss M, R. Stewart, 688 Old Ford Road, Bow, E. 

Mrs, Vincent, 27 Stonor Road, West Kensington. 

Miss B. M. Rowe, 5 Lyncroft Gardens, N.W.6. 

Miss Evans, 19 Hale Strect, N.r. 

Mrs. Barclay Baron, 38 Cathcart Road, S.W.10. 

Mrs. Hipwell, “ Highclere,” Kingston Hill. 

Miss Poole, 60 Gloucester Place, W.1. 

Miss B. Bates, 52 Lower Sloane Street, S.W.1. 

Miss E. Hill, 22 Tregunter Road, S.W.1o. 

Miss Phipps, 44 Brudenell Road, Upper Tooting, S.W.17. 
Miss F. Marsden, 47 Crofton Road, Plaistow, E.13. 
Miss Marlborough, 40 Dunmore Road. 

Miss D. I. Myles, Langdale Hall, Victoria Park. 

Miss V. Thomas, The Cottage. 

Miss Garratt, 93 Moor Street. 

Miss Fairhurst, King Street. 

Miss M. Diemer, 9 Elmfield Gardens, Gosforth, Northumberland. 
Miss P. Young, 3 Howard Street. 

Miss M. Ellis, 8 Regent Street. 

Mrs. Hersec, 163 Victoria Road North, Southsea. 

Miss Frowde, 95 King’s Road. 

Miss Challiner, 16 Princes Street. 

Mrs. Edwards, Ainderby, Chatsworth Road, Eccles. 
Mrs. Redrobe, 219 Abbeyfield Road, Pitsmoor, Sheffield. 
Mrs. Davies, 75 Pym Street, South Banks, Yorks. 

Miss L. Clough, 372 Park View, Bradford Road, Liversedge. 
Miss Kirby, “ Fenby,” Oakfield Road. 


AUSTRALIA. 
Hon. Organising Secretary: Mrs. K. Hayes, Scout H.Q., 17 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne. 
Miss M. Good, Girls’ Grammar School, The Hermitage. 
Miss M. Cardwell. 
Miss Le Brog. 
Miss D. Barnard. 
Miss Robilliard. 
Mrs. Redmayne. 


Miss N. Norris, 2 Crow's Nest Road, North Sydney. 


Miss J. M. Cutlack, c/o Newton and MacLaren, Leigh Strect, Adelaide. 
Organising Secretary: Mrs. Riley, St. Mary’s Vicarage, West Perth, 
Miss M. Ridley. 


Mrs. L. R. Wagstaff. 
Mrs. J. Green. 


CANADA. 


Mrs. Hugh Langton, 158 Albany Avenue. 
Miss McLennan, 228 Spence Street. 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


Central Secretary for Transvaal: Mrs.Malcolm, P.O. Box 1021, Johannesburg. 


Durban 
J channesourg 
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Mrs. Williams, St. Mary’s Vicarage. 
Miss L. Russell, G.D.A. Hostel. 


